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INTRODUCTION 


These  Thoughts  on  Prayer  are  not  new.  They 
have  been  delivered  in  form  of  sermons,  or  familiar 
chair-talks  for  years  at  Conventions  and  other 
meetings  in  many  sections  of  the  country. 

They  are  not  published  in  the  interest  of  pe- 
cuniary gain;  that  this  can  be  realized  by  any 
is  more  than  unlikely,  certainly  to  any  extent 
worth  one’s  while,  and  to  no  extent  to  their 
author. 

Their  publication  has  been  requested  and  even 
urged  for  some  years.  This  has  not  been  done 
before  for  several  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
Of  late  it  has  been  pressed  again  by  brethren 
whose  judgment  and  interest  I have  respected 
for  a long  term  of  years.  They  are  now  given 
to  the  press  in  prayerful  hope  that  they  may 
stimulate  unto  the  exercise  of  that  prayer-life 
which  becomes  us  all. 


SpJjiratiflii. 


To  the  saints  and  faithful  ones  in  general,  and 
to  the  holiness  people  in  particular,  these 
Thoughts  are  dedicated  by  one  of  their  number, 
who  for  forty-three  years  and  more,  has  en- 
deavored to  practice  them  and  has  sought  to 
help,  in  some  measure,  his  brethren. 


West  Newton,  Mass. 
Feb. 15th, 1912 


THE  AUTHOR. 


LOSING  IN  PRAYER. 

James  4:1-6. 

The  church  should  be  all  of  a kind.  And  that 
a good  kind.  To  find  one  a member  of  an 
Evangelical  church  ought  to  mean  to  find  a good 
man  — a Christian  — one  living  in  the  fear  of 
God  and  doing  His  will. 

For  this  the  Church  stands.  This  is  what  it 
means.  This  is  what  distinguishes  it  from  the 
merely  secular  and  human  institutions  and  or- 
ganizations about  us.  To  be  a Baptist,  or  a 
Methodist,  or  a Presbyterian,  and  the  like, 
means  more  than  to  be,  merely,  an  individual 
in  the  community;  it  means  the  latter  plus  a 
Christian,  If  the  Church  does  not  mean  this, 
then  we  say  again,  it  means  no  more  than  men 
can  effect. 

Understanding  the  Epistles. 

I think  we  will  not  understand  the  Epistles 
of  the  New  Testament  if  we  fail  to  remember 
that  they  were  written  to  different  classes  of 
people.  Were  you  going  to  address  all  in  a 
given  church  or  congregation,  you  would  need 
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to  address  them  differently;  what  would  suit 
and  apply  to  some  would  not  fit  others  because 
of  the  differences  obtaining  among  them ; hence, 
if  all  classes  are  to  be  reached  they  must  be  by 
different  messages. 

What  exists  in  the  churches  to-day  existed  in 
the  churches  in  Paul’s  and  Peter’s  day.  If  we 
care  to  get  comfort  and  can  get  it  out  of  other 
people’s  misfortunes  and  miseries,  then  we  may 
help  ourselves,  for  such  conditions  were  in  the 
times  of  the  Apostles  of  our  Lord.  Are  mixed 
people  in  our  churches  now?  They  were  then; 
are  the  unprofitable  with  us?  They  were  with 
them ; are  the  secular  and  the  sinful  in  our  church 
membership?  They  were  in  the  churches  over 
which  Paul  superintended;  are  even  hypocrites 
here?  They  were  there. 

None  Preach  as  Did  the  Apostles. 

The  more  one  has  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  the  more 
searching  and  soul-filling  will  be  his  ministry. 
The  more  one  is  illumined  by  this  Presence  with- 
in him,  the  more  will  he  divine  situations  and  be 
able  to  deal  with  them  as  their  conditions  de- 
mand. Hence  it  is  that  none  ever  ministered 
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as  did  Jesus  — no  preaching  ever  was  as  fiery 
and  as  faithful  as  His  — since  the  Spirit  was 
given  Him  without  measure.  And  the  Apostles 
of  Christ  had  a searching  message  above  others 
as  did  they  have  an  unusual  illumination  and 
inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

If  we  preachers  were  to  be  as  truly  spiritual 
and  faithful  as  were  the  Apostles,  our  people 
would  think  something  unusual  and  worthwhile 
was  going  on.  And,  indeed,  there  would  be. 
Things  would  assume  prominence  and  propor- 
tions such  as  they  demand,  for  soul-interests 
above  all  others  would  come  to  the  front. 

For  instance,  cite  the  searching  matter  James 
takes  up  in  the  passage  standing  at  the  head  of 
our  chapter.  Among  the  subjects  he  partic- 
ularly emphasizes  and  matters  he  assails  is 
church-worldliness  — a world-condition  in  the 
church  which  he  fearfully  arraigns.  His  as- 
saults and  assertions  are  simply  terrific. 

His  address  is  *'to  the  twelve  tribes  scattered 
abroad,'’  the  Christian  Jews  of  the  Dispersion. 

The  church  began  with  such.  Jews  were 
among  the  converts  and  from  everywhere.  (Acts. 
2:5.)  Having  become  thoroughly  Christianized 
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by  repentance  toward  God,  by  which  they  re- 
ceived remission  of  sins  and  in  addition  received 
the  special  gift  of  the  Spirit  by  which  they  were 
sanctified  wholly  (Acts.  2 :38  and  15 :8,  9.)  They 
thus  became  objects  for  the  enemies’  hate  and 
persecution  and  were  driven  broadcast  by  a 
persecution  bold  and  bitter.  (Act.  8:1.) 

Searching  Questions. 

To  look  at  the  questions  James  asks  of  certain 
people  among  these  professing  Christians  to 
whom  he  is  writing,  is  to  see  the  mixed  condition 
of  the  church,  to  which  I have  referred,  and  how 
far  down  indwelling  evil  can  pull  people.  ''From 
whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you?” 
Whenever  and  wherever  such  things  obtain 
among  church  people, — and  great  is  the  regret 
of  us  all  that  such  things  exist  even  now  as  well 
as  then  — they  come  from  a peculiar  and  par- 
ticular quarter. 

It  is  common  and  easy  enough  to  say,  "Oh, 

I was  not  treated  well  — the  other  party  was 
to  blame,”  etc.,  etc.;  the  fact  is,  says  James, 
they  come  from  your  own  perverted  conditions  and 
not  from  your  neighbor’s. 
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Subtract  from  the  history  of  wars  among  the 
nations  of  all  times,  and  from  the  disturbances 
of  local  communities,  and  from  church  quarrels, 
and  from  family  broils,  and  from  troubles  among 
neighbors  the  element  of  carnality  and  few  of 
these  conditions  would  ever  have  existed.  That 
there  have  been  righteous  wars  — wars  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  and  the  Kingdom  of  God 
— is  evident  enough ; to  deny  this  would  be  to 
impeach  God  and  to  charge  Him  with  folly  and 
sin,  for  He  instituted  some  wars. 

Sin,  in  the  hearts  of  men  — especially  among 
church  members  — is  a most  fearful  thing,  as 
judged  by  the  language  James  uses.  — ^‘Ye 
kilir  "Ye  fight  and  war.” 

If  this  language  is  to  be  taken  literally,  just 
this  can  be  shown  to  exist  in  modern  church 
life.  Murders,  are  not  unknown  even  in  our 
times  in  the  neighborhoods  of  many  who  read 
these  lines.  I saw  the  other  day  at  the  State 
Prison  of  Massachusetts  a middle  aged  man 
who  was  there  for  life  for  having  murdered  his 
wife  a few  months  since.  This  man  was  a re- 
turned missionary  connected  with  one  of  our 
best  foreign  boards.  Just  now  as  I write,  a 
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prominent  minister  is  in  jail  in  Boston  awaiting 
his  trial  next  month  for  foully  murdering  his 
young  friend  to  whom  he  was  engaged  to  be 
married. 

Straight  Preaching. 

But  they  seem  to  reply  to  the  question  James 
asks  and  say,  ^'But  we  do  ask,  but  we  do  not 
receive.’'  ^^Yes,”  he  replies,  but  ^‘y^  3,sk  amiss, 
that  ye  may  consume  it  upon  your  lusts.”  Your 
asking  is  selfish  and  seeks  God’s  aid  to  further 
your  personal  and  perverse  ends.  And  then 
he  charges  them  so  straightly  and  searchingly 
as  to  make  us  who  read  tremble  for  them  and 
well-nigh  wonder  at  such  faithfulness  and  cour- 
age. — ”Ye  adulterers  and  adulteresses.” 

If  this  is  to  be  taken  literally,  such  preaching 
in  our  day  would  not  be  ill-timed  and  mis- 
directed. But  he  may  be  using  this  gross  lan- 
guage as  the  Scriptures  often  do  referring  to 
the  world-things  among  us,  — for  following  the 
world  practices  and  favoring  the  world-spirit 
is  by  the  church  a spiritual  adultery  and  God 
so  charges. 

What  an  emphatic  and  searching  question 
he  raises  and  declaration  he  makes!  “Know 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


11 


ye  not  that  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity 
with  God?’'  It  would  almost  seem  as  though 
they  did  not,  and  we  are  so  sure  that  the  worldly 
in  our  churches  do  not  know  that,  but  would 
stoutly  deny  it  and  resent  the  charge  if  made. 
Worldliness,  with  us,  would  hardly  be  denied; 
but  this  interpretation  of  its  real  meaning  and 
spirit  would  instantly  be  denied,  and  a fight 
would  be  on  hand  at  once,  as  all  know,  were  such 
charges  made. 

But  James  more  than  raises  the  question. 
He  answers  it,  and  in  a fashion  concerning  which 
there  is  no  mistake,  — '‘Whosoever,  therefore, 
will  be  a friend  of  the  world,  is  the  enemy  of 
God.” 

Worldliness  is  no  accident.  People  choose 
their  courses  of  conduct.  They  are  humble  and 
holy  because,  all  things  considered,  they  prefer 
to  be;  or  they  are  worldly  and  compromising 
church  members  because  they  choose  not  to 
pay  the  price  of  the  opposite. 

To  consider  the  language  here  in  the  Greek 
text  is  to  see  an  added  emphasis.  — “Whosoever, 
therefore,  wills  to  be  a friend  of  the  world.” 


12 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


What  a charge,  when  James  says,  such  an  one 
is  enemy  of  God/' 

Who  dares  preach  that  way?  Is  there  not 
need  of  it?  Is  not  the  church  of  the  present 
day  hampered  by  worldliness  — indeed,  is  it 
not  so  prevalent  and  prominent  as  to  be  no- 
torious? Who  would  think  of  denying  it?  Let 
the  pulpit  love  God  and  souls  as  did  the  Apos- 
tles and  cry  out  and  spare  not,  and  would  there 
not  be  a stir  in  Zion?  The  language  used  of 
apostolic  times  would  suit  ours  when  it  was  said, 
'There  was  no  small  stir  about  that  way." 

But  here  in  James’  preaching  is  loyalty  to  God 
and  souls  that  we  have  observed  was  charac- 
teristic of  the  Apostle’s  ministry  because  they 
possessed  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  is  peculiar  also 
to  all,  even  now,  who  have  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Why  Prayer  is  Lost. 

Prayer  is  a power.  Nothing  is  more  really 
so.  Gravitation,  electricity,  wind,  are  no  more 
really  and  truly  powers  in  the  physical  realm, 
than  is  prayer  in  the  spiritual. 

And  yet  James  is  calling  attention  to  a prayer 
that  is  not  a power  — an  asking  from  which  we 
never  hear,  and  brings  no  answer. 
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Of  this  we  are  as  certain  as  are  we  that  prayer 
avails  — that  there  is  a prayer  that  does  not  se- 
cure its  end. 

It  will  not  do  to  conclude  that  all  prayer  not 
yet  answered  is  lost ; still  we  do  well  to  consider 
the  matter  which  James  is  here  emphasizing, 
for  it  evidently  is  of  practical  moment  in  the 
church-life  of  to-day. 

Prayer  is  lost  because  of  its  motive.  The 
reason  for  much  of  prayer  is  the  reason  for  its 
failure.  Successful  prayer  is  a great  searcher 
of  motives. 

Years  ago  — thirty  and  more — I heard  the 
Rev.  George  Muller  deliver  in  Boston  an  ad- 
dress concerning  his  work  in  Bristol,  Eng.  He 
brought  out  a point  — this  point  of  motive  — 
and  in  a way  I never  have  forgotten. 

To  my  mind  this  man  Muller  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  of  the  past  one  hundred 
years.  Knowing  him  by  what  he  did,  he  may 
be  so  classed. 

He  spoke  of  the  inception  of  his  great  work. 
He  saw  the  crying  need  of  the  poor  orphans  of 
his  city  and  his  heart  was  moved  to  aid  them, 
and  aid  them  in  a general  and  generous  way. 


14 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


'‘Oh/'  he  said,  "that  God  would  be  the  patron 
of  a great  institution."  He  saw  rich  English 
Lords  founding  homes  and  establishments  for 
the  poor  and  getting  the  credit  for  it  and  a great 
name,  and  he  said,  "Would  that  God  would  do 
this  for  the  orphans  and  Himself  get  a great 
name." 

What  about  Self? 

The  more  the  idea  remained  with  him,  the 
more  it  grew  upon  him.  He  prayed  over  it. 
And  he  prayed  much. 

And  this  thought  seized  him.  "Suppose  you 
succeed.  It  will  give  you  a great  name.  George 
Muller  will  be  known  the  world  over,  and  your 
name  will  become  a household  word  wherever 
this  institution  is  known.  How  about  this? 
Is  there  no  Muller  in  this?  Is  there  no  personal 
and  sinful  ambition  in  view?  Is  God,  alone,  in 
your  thought?" 

Certain  things  he  could  well  but  know. 
What  he  was  planning  was  great.  To  succeed 
in  it  he  knew  he  must  be  known.  Was  there  no 
self  in  all  this?  Did  he  really  want  it  with  a 
right  motive? 
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Mr.  Muller  said:  lay  on  my  face  before 

God  by  the  hour,  asking  Him  to  search  my  heart, 
and  I got  an  evidence  from  God  Himself  that  my 
motive  was  a pure  one  — that  I was  acting  for 
His  glory  and  in  the  interests  of  His  kingdom 
alone.” 

We  may  and  should  take  God  into  all  business. 
The  promises  of  God  relate  to  temporal  affairs 
and  material,  as  well  as  to  matters  that  are 
spiritual.  God,  evidently,  would  be  pleased  to 
have  His  people  get  ahead  in  their  business 
affairs.  But  few  do;  more  might.  Job  was 
rich,  so  was  Abraham,  and  not  a few  more  of 
whom  the  Scriptures  make  mention  prospered 
in  matters  that  pertain  to  this  world. 

This  at  once  suggests  that  God  be  taken  into 
partnership  — that  He  be  given  a place  in  the 
business.  People  say,  ”Oh,  I asked  God  to  aid 
me  in  my  affairs  and  give  me  prosperity,  but 
did  not  seem  to  get  on  much.”  Well,  was  God 
made  a convenience?  Was  He  appealed  to 
that  one  might  be  furthered  in  one's  own  selfish 
enterprises?  God  is  no  play  thing,  neither  is 
He  to  be  used  at  the  whims  of  men;  but  he 
answers  prayer  and  helps  all  who  go  to  Him  as 
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they  should.  To  let  God  direct  as  to  what  the 
vocation  shall  be,  how  it  shall  be  followed,  give 
Him  a share  in  the  profits,  and  situations  in  the 
world  of  business  even  among  good  people 
would  be  quite  unlike  what  they  now  are. 

Right  Things  in  a Wrong  Way. 

We  may  ask  for  right  things  — indeed,  best 
things  — and  for  what  God  wants  to  grant,  and 
not  get  them  because  He  sees  it  will  not  do,  — 
it  would  be  furthering  us  in  our  selfishness. 

God,  most  certainly,  wants  to  give  revivals 
when  oftentimes  he  cannot.  When  a young 
lay-preacher,  I was  invited  to  a good  New 
England  town  to  hold  a series  of  meetings  with 
a prominent  church.  It  seemed  a good  chance 
to  do  something.  The  society  was  strong  and 
the  situation  in  the  community  seemed  to  be 
one  that  promised  a good  time. 

I preached  faithfully  for  a week  or  more  under 
seemingly  favorable  circumstances,  — fine  con- 
gregations, good  attention,  divine  aid,  — but 
I could  seem  to  bring  nothing  to  pass. 

One  night  I requested  that,  when  the  service 
should  be  over,  all  the  members  of  that  local 
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church  should  remain  after  all  others  had  left 
the  building.  This  they  did.  I then  said: 
^^God  is  certainly  with  me.  He  aids  me  in 
preaching,  helps  me  in  public  prayer  and  in  my 
private  devotions.  Our  meetings  are  good  as 
to  attendance  and  attention,  but  no  results  in 
salvation ; we  do  not  seem  to  be  doing  anything. 
What  is  the  matter?  If  it  is  with  me  I must 
find  it  out  at  once  and  get  right,  or  go  home.” 

There  was  silence.  It  seemed  long.  It  cer- 
tainly was  oppressive.  At  length  a young  man, 
prominent  in  the  life  of  the  church,  arose,  and 
with  not  a little  emotion  said:  '‘It  may  not  be 

my  place  to  speak,  but  I must.  To  me  the 
situation  is  this:  Our  church  has  a commanding 

place  in  this  town  and  has  prospered  in  the  years 
past.  Of  late  we  have^  not  been  holding  our 
own  with  the  other  churches.  Our  congrega- 
tions, while  good,  have  dropped  off  some,  as 
has  our  Sunday  School;  and  our  finances  have 
not  been  up  to  the  usual. 

"He  said,  if  we  can  have  a revival  it  will  call 
attention  to  our  church,  fill  up  our  Sunday 
School,  increase  our  congregation  and  help  our 
finances,  etc.  I deplore  all  this,  but  I must 
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state  this  as  the  confession  of  my  own  soul  as  a 
man  and  as  an  officer  in  this  church.’’ 

He  was  hardly  done  when  another  said  sub- 
stantially the  same  thing,  as  did  several  others. 
There  was  a genuine  spirit  of  confession  and 
humiliation  before  God  which  was  striking  and 
searching. 

Of  course  God  was  pleased.  The  Spirit  came 
and  the  revival  was  on  in  good  earnest  — a 
multitude  found  God  in  the  next  few  days. 

Motive. 

Motive  was  at  the  front.  A wrong  one  de- 
feated the  work. 

II. 

I think  God  wants  His  people  at  their  best  in 
all  things. 

Take  our  bodies.  Does  God  want  us  ill  and 
lame  and  used-up  prematurely?  In  itself,  no. 
So  I think.  I would  not  want  people  thus. 
God  is  as  well-wishing  as  I am,  I judge.  If  I 
could,  I would  make  people  well.  Had  I the 
power  I certainly  would  do  this,  and  so  would 
all,  I am  sure.  But,  if  I had  divine  wisdom  as 
well  as  power  I would  do  just  as  God  does. 
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There  is  something  better  than  bodily  health. 
The  headache  and  back-ache  are  not  worst 
things.  Character  is  better  than  health,  and  sin 
is  worse  than  physical  pain. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  only  way  God  can 
save  the  most  of  us  is  to  let  us  have  physical 
ills.  Not  that  He  chooses  the  ills  for  us,  but 
chooses  what  those  are  the  means  of  securing 
to  us,  or  in  keeping  from  us  of  evil. 

But,  my  contention  is  that  with  a right  motive 
we  might  be  differently  circumstanced  in  just 
these  particulars. 

In  one  of  my  charges  as  a pastor  was  a young 
woman  of  slender  frame  and  precarious  health. 
She  was  a wife  and  mother  who  had  her  home 
to  keep  and  its  interests  for  which  to  care.  One 
day,  climbing  the  chamber  stairs,  she  rested 
half-way  up,  as  she  was  wont  to  do.  While 
sitting  on  the  stair-tread  she  said:  '‘Oh,  God 

I am  Thy  child.  I love  Thee.  I am  in  Thy 
service.  Thou  canst  give  me  a good  and  sound 
body.  Lord,  if  Thou  wilt  do  this,  I will  give 
the  added  strength  to  Thee.  I will  put  no  more 
into  home-cares  and  personal  interests,  but  will 
expend  the  new  energy  in  Thy  service.” 


20 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


Hardly  were  these  words  uttered  — if  uttered 
they  were  — when  God  healed  her!  She  jumped 
to  her  feet,  ran  up  the  stairs  like  a girl  and  has 
been  a well  woman  ever  since,  — for  years. 
And  she  kept  her  covenant  with  God,  and  is 
keeping  it  now.  I know  her  well. 

Motive!  Motive,  is  vital!  '‘Ye  ask  and  re- 
ceive not  ....  that  ye  may  consume  it  upon 
your  lusts.”  upon  your  own  personal  gra,tifica- 
tion. 

Our  Own  First. 

Because  we  pray  for  our  own  interests,  first, 
does  not  determine  we  are  selfish.  We  may  be; 
generally  are;  but  not  necessarily  so. 

Relations  determine  privilege  and  duty.  My 
relations  to  my  family  place  me  under  peculiar 
obligations  to  them,  — obligations  I am  under 
to  no  other  family.  But,  my  privileges  in 
others  and  obligations  to  them  are  just  as  real. 
I must  live  in  and  for  others,  or  I have  not  the 
mind  of  Christ. 

Failure  in  prayer,  if  not  soon  relieved  by  suc- 
cess in  prayer,  is  fatal.  It  is  a short  step  from 
failure  to  a real  skepticism  concerning  the  value 
of  the  exercise.  An  authoress  of  some  note  says 
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that  when  the  merest  little  girl  that  her  teacher 
in  the  infant  class  in  Sunday  School  told  the 
little  tots  that  God  loved  them  and  was  great 
and  heard  little  girls  pray  and  if  they  asked 
Him  He  would  give  them  anything  they  wanted. 
This  she  thought  was  so  nice.  So  when  she  got 
home  she  went  to  her  bed  room  and  knelt  by 
her  little  bed  and  said,  '‘Good  Dod,  give  me 
candy.”  But  she  got  no  candy.  This  woman 
says  that  for  years,  even  into  young  womanhood, 
she  carried  an  unwilling  doubt  as  to  whether 
God  heard  and  answered  prayer. 

Of  course  all  see  that  God  was  being  made  a 
mere  convenience  — a mere  accommodater  of 
a child's  whims  — which  not  a few  grown  peo- 
ple, really,  find  themselves  making  him. 

Motive,  makes  the  value  of  a prayer  or  un- 
makes it.  Successful  prayer  searches  it  out. 
If  we  get  things  from  God  by  way  of  prayer  we 
must  want  them  for  reasons  He  in  love  and 
wisdom  can  approve. 

Does  Not  Represent  the  Whole  Man. 

Successful  prayer  not  only  is  a great  searcher 
of  motives,  it  hunts  out  the  real  inner  self  as 
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well.  Sin  — a conscious  wrongness  — cannot 
remain  with  one  and  real  prayer  at  the  same 
time  be  exercised.  The  psalmist  said,  '‘If  I 
regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not 
hear  me.’'  Not  if  he  simply  had  iniquity;  but 
if  he  should  ''regard"  it — should  look  upon  it 
with  some  apology  and  favor — God  would  not 
regard  his  prayers.  Masses  of  people  have,  for 
a time  been  successful  in  prayer,  indeed,  have 
had  great  power  in  prayer,  who  have  had  inner 
sin  and  knew  it  so  well ; but,  they  have  deplored 
it  and  would  have  gladly  put  it  entirely  from 
them  had  they  known  how. 

The  fact  is  that  the  person  who  is  hound  to 
get  ahead  by  prayer — to  whom  prayer  is  a vital 
and  valuable  thing — is  not  going  to  quibble 
much  over  the  question  of  consecration  to  God, 
or  even  holiness  of  heart.  I have  long  felt  that 
the  real  man  of  prayer  is  not  far  from  genuine 
holiness,  — he  may  not  have  the  experience 
but  he  is  in  the  fullest  sympathy  with  the  most 
genuine  of  spiritual  things.  None  know  better 
than  does  he  that  to  tie  up  anywhere  relative 
to  the  known  or  unknown  will  of  God  is  to  defeat 
his  praying. 
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Idols. 

An  unsurrendered  thing  becomes  an  idol.  To 
halt  anywhere  or  over  anything  shows  that  that 
is  of  more  account  than  God  and  His  will.  If 
God  wants  one  to  run  into  the  neighbors’  house 
and  invite  them  to  meeting,  or  urge  them  to 
give  their  hearts  to  God,  or  receive  holiness,  and 
that  one  declines  or  refuses  and  puts  the  duty 
or  privilege  upon  the  preacher,  or  some  other 
worker,  that  prayer  for  that  neighbor  is  defeated 
because  self-will  has  come  up  above  the  divine 
will,  and  has,  really,  become  an  idol. 

I read  with  interest  an  incident  in  a certain 
mission-field.  The  resident  missionary  had  re- 
pute as  being  graciously  devout  and  had  special 
power  in  prayer  and  specially  for  the  recovery 
of  the  sick. 

A cultured  heathen  had  a lovely  daughter  who 
was  dangerously  ill.  The  story  is  that  he  waited 
upon  the  missionary,  seeking  to  have  him  pray 
for  the  recovery  of  the  child.  The  missionary 
told  him  that  he  would  do  so  upon  one  condi- 
tion, and  that  was  that  the  heathen  should  for- 
sake his  idols  and  turn  to  God. 
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This  the  heathen,  after  a decided  struggle, 
promised  to  do. 

The  missionary  went  to  prayer.  But  the 
heavens  were  brass  over  him  and  the  earth  as 
iron  beneath  his  feet.  Finally  he  called  the 
heathen-man  and  said  to  him,  ^^God  hears  me 
pray.  But  not  this  time.  You  have  not  done 
as  you  agreed  — you  have  not  destroyed  your 
idols.’^ 

After  some  painful  hedging  the  heathen  con- 
fessed that  while  he  had  put  away  the  idols  in 
general,  there  was  one  he  had  not  destroyed. 
This  the  missionary  demanded  should  be  done, 
and  it  was  finally  brought  out  and  before  his 
eyes  broken  to  pieces.  Then,  the  prayer  was 
offered  that  saved  the  child. 

This  may  be  a mere  story  that  has  no  reality 
in  fact.  But,  it  might  be  true.  It  illustrates 
the  idea  I am  seeking  to  here  enforce,  that 
prayer  that  succeeds  must  have  the  whole  man. 
Short  of  this,  it  is  not  sincere.  It  simply  seeks 
to  make  a convenience  of  one  who  can  do  for  us 
what  we  cannot  do  for  ourselves,  and  if  we 
could  we  would  not  ask  Him,  since  we  have  so 
little  in  common  with  Him. 
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Mere  Form. 

Prayer  is  lost  because  of  a lack  of  genuine  ex- 
pectation — it  is  mere  form. 

The  only  thing  which  gives  prayer  its  value 
with  God  and  makes  it  a thing  really  relishable 
upon  the  part  of  the  offerer,  is  the  element  of 
faith,  — expecting  to  win  by  its  use. 

While  praying  people  are  few  as  compared 
to  the  population  of  a given  community,  still 
people  who  pray,  taking  for  instance  an  entire 
nation  as  a whole,  make  an  immense  number. 
To  count  heads  is  to  find  masses  of  many  who 
more  or  less  often  and  more  or  less  sincerely, 
pray.  Then  to  count  up  the  number  of  prayers 
offered  in  a given  space  of  time,  is  to  see  that 
that  number  would  be  vast. 

I do  not  want  to  be  found,  or  to  find  myself, 
taking  a least  hopeful  view  of  things,  but  I must 
respect  facts  and  not  close  my  eyes  to  situations 
that  actually  exist;  for  how  else  could  one  with 
intelligent  sincerity  seek  to  better  them?  The 
facts  are,  little  is  being  done  in  the  presence  of 
all  this  prayer  I have  mentioned  — little  done 
in  evangelizing  the  community  at  large,  or  in 
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upbuilding  the  character  of  the  individual  who 
is  himself  doing  the  praying. 

These  findings  force  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  prayers  are  largely  forms  — a sort  of  per- 
functory exercise  to  keep  up  religion  and  en- 
deavor to  satisfy  one's  conscience.  I do  not 
mean  to  say  that  any  hypocrisy  is  intended; 
by  no  means  would  I intimate  this;  but  the  real 
life  is  gone  out  on  the  altar  of  the  soul,  while  yet 
people  are  not  ready  to  give  up  something  of 
the  form  of  religion. 

A Lack  of  Persistency. 

Here,  is  a great  secret  of  failure.  Concerning 
this  the  Scriptures  are  plain  enough. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  satisfy  all  minds  why 
one  needs  to  keep  asking,  or  ask  long,  — but 
the  fact  is  it  is  so.  Jesus  lacked  no  desire  or 
faith,  but  He  prayed  for  hours  at  a time,  and  for 
one  thing;  and  again  all  night. 

And  He  teaches  importunity.  ‘‘And  shall  not 
God  avenge  His  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and 
night  unto  Him,  though  He  bear  long  with 
them?"  In  the  explanation  of  the  prayer  He 
gives  His  people  to  offer,  he  urges  the  necessity 
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of  importunity,  — '‘because  of  his  importunity 
He  will  rise  and  give  him  as  many  as  he  needeth.” 

Where  prayer  involves  but  two  wills  it  should 
be  a simple  thing.  The  two  wills  are  God’s  and 
one’s  own.  If  God  has  promised  a matter,  one 
should  be  able  to  apprehend  and  get  it  with 
comparative  ease.  If  God  wills  it  and  the 
suppliant  will  it  then  the  way  to  the  end  should 
be  relatively  short. 

Take  for  instance  the  question  of  salvation;  — 
the  salvation  of  pardon,  or  of  purity.  This  is 
the  will  of  God.  Over  this  there  should  be  no 
struggle  and  no  waiting  or  postponement.  It 
requires  no  importunity.  There  may  be  all 
this,  but  it  is  not  necessary.  God  is  ready  as 
well  as  willing  and  His  time  is  now.  All  wait- 
ing, or  struggle,  or  even  persistency  are  due  to 
some  failure  on  the  human  side  to  come  to  terms. 
God’s  face  is  toward  the  repentant  sinner,  to 
pardon,  or  toward  the  trusting  believer  to 
purify,  and  no  delay  at  all  is  required  or  even, 
on  God’s  part,  allowed.  — “ Now  is  the  accepted 
time.” 

Take  farther  the  matter  of  special  grace,  or 
divine  leading,  or  the  supply  of  wisdom,  or  a 


28 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


hundred  other  demands  that  are  with  us  so 
often  and  so  needful.  When  God  has  so  plainly 
indicated  His  will  in  these  particular  matters 
the  getting  them  should  be  simple  because  no 
wills  are  involved  outside  these  I am  mentioning. 

Other  Wills. 

But  when  it  comes  to  matters  that  involve 
a will  outside  these  two,  then  serious  difficulties 
arise.  Take  the  salvation  of  another,  for  ex- 
ample. God  wills  that  person’s  salvation  and 
you  will  it;  but  does  that  person  will  it?  To 
bring  to  pass  salvation  in  this  case,  of  course 
this  third  will  must  co-operate.  If  it  will  not, 
then  the  end  is  defeated  — for  the  present;  but, 
mark  you!  only  for  the  present,  — most  people 
can  be  reached  and  saved  if  some  one  will  pay 
the  price  for  it,  and  a feature  of  that  price  is, 
often,  persistency. 

There  are  masses  of  people  of  all  ages  who  can 
be  reached  and  saved  when  gracious  and  fitting 
influences  are  thrown  about  them  — such  as  re- 
vivals of  religion  exert.  ^ 

fe*And  these  are  by  no  means  weak  people. 
They  may  be  of  the  very  best  in  all  particulars. 
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But  there  are  others  who  will  not  yield  now. 
They  resist  all  influences  and  retire  all  appeals. 
They  prefer,  at  present,  their  pleasures,  their 
way  and  their  will.  This  constitutes  them  great 
sinners.  They  stand  out  against  not  a little 
light.  What  multitudes  do  this.  How  the 
hearts  of  parents  bleed  over  independent  chil- 
dren and  how  many,  many  others  make  sad 
those  who  pray  for  and  over  them  by  their  per- 
sistence in  sin. 

Just  here,  where  there  is  hope,  people  give  up 
hope  and  cease  to  pray  longer,  or  at  least  in  much 
expectation  and  with  much  heart. 

If  the  salvation  of  these  dear  ones  were  left 
to  God,  he  would  attend  to  it  at  once,  but  it  is 
not.  There  are  things  God  cannot  (consistent- 
ly) do  now.  The  sinner  can  hold  God  off,  and 
does.  This  all  see  and  know  and  over  it  are 
pained.  But,  God  can  save  later  and  will  if  the 
co-operating  agent  will  hold  on  and  wait. 

The  Providences. 

While  God  cannot  consistently  save  certain 
ones  at  present.  He  can,  bless  His  name!  keep 
them  within  the  reach  of  salvation  — He  can 
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surround  them  so  graciously  that  the  end  will 
be  reached  by  and  by. 

Let  me  bring  an  instance  here  from  my  own 
life  which,  I regard,  as  an  illustration  of  this 
matter.  I was  converted  when  some  past 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  I ought  to  have 
yielded  to  God  many  years  before.  I had  a 
chance.  Gracious  influences  were  about  me. 
But  I resisted.  When  about  eighteen  years  old 
I was  kicked  by  my  horse.  He  put  his  heel 
squarely  in  my  face.  The  only,  apparent,  rea- 
son why  I was  not  killed  was  it  was  a '‘spent 
blow”  — had  I been  an  inch  nearer  him  he 
would  have  finished  me.  As  it  was,  it  knocked 
me  down,  cut  my  cheek  and  chin  (the  scars  I 
now  have)  broke  several  teeth,  and  left  me 
bleeding  and  unconscious. 

Why  was  I not  killed?  Let  me  answer  and  I 
say  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  and  ministry  pre- 
vented! He  had  not  been  able  to  bring  me  to 
repentance,  but  He  could  (and  I humbly  believe 
did)  surround  me  by  His  good  providences  and 
protect  my  life  and  health  till  I would  repent. 
I could  mention  other  as  remarkable  deliverances, 
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but  this  one  will  suffice  to  illustrate  what  I mean 
to  teach. 

God  may  not  be  able  to  reach  a boy  or  hus- 
band or  friend  now;  but,  he  can  keep  them  from 
dying  by  that  fearful  fever  they  had,  can  pro- 
tect from  shipwreck,  or  railroad  accident  and 
thus  keep  them  in  the  reach  of  prayer  and  gos- 
pel grace  and  finally  save  them,  because  some 
mother  or  father,  long  dead  it  may  be,  prayed 
and  believed  God  for  their  salvation. 

That  modern  apostle  of  faith  and  prayer  — 
Mr.  Geo.  Muller  — to  whom  I have  already  re- 
ferred, said,  a few  years  before  he  died,  that  he 
had  prayed  for  three  men,  by  name,  daily  for 
over  forty  years.  Two  of  those  men  were  con- 
verted not  long  before  Mr.  Muller  died  and 
the  other  has  been  saved  since  he  died. 
long  time  to  wait,’’  does  some  one  say?  Welh 
did  it  not  pay? 

God  holds  the  keys  of  death.  He  controls 
more  things  than  we  imagine.  We  must  not 
forget  that  He  is  infinite.  His  resources  are 
boundless.  In  the  many  years  to  come  there 
may  come  into  the  life  of  a man  that  which  God 
can  use  to  answer  the  prayers  of  one  who,  per- 
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chance,  has  long  since  ceased  to  pray  because 
having  been  translated. 

A mother  plead  with  God  for  the  salvation  of 
her  son.  During  all  his  early  life  he  resisted 
her  entreaties  and  refused  to  yield  to  the  awaken- 
ing Spirit.  His  godly  mother  died.  In  her  last 
hours,  again  she  urged  him  to  seek  his  soul's 
salvation.  This  son  married.  A family  grew 
up  about  him.  He  had  an  invalid  boy.  For 
years  the  father  ministered  to  the  afflicted  and 
suffering  son  with  a beautiful  tenderness  and  un- 
selfish devotion.  This  special  object  of  his  care 
became,  almost,  the  special  object  of  his  affec- 
tion. 

One  day  death  stopped  at  the  door  of  this 
home  and  claimed  their  afflicted  one.  The 
father's  heart  was  broken.  But  God  was  there. 
He  spoke  to  this  father  and  called  him  again  to 
repentance  and  this  time  successfully.  The 
father,  over  the  body  of  his  dead  son,  found  God. 

The  mother's  prayers  were  answered.  She 
died,  but  God  did  not;  and  in  after  years  God 
saved  her  son,  — we,  reverently,  say  he  could 
not  do  it  before.  But  He  did  it.  He  shaped 
His  providences  to  do  it. 
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“ God  moves  in  a mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform; 

He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea, 

And  rides  upon  the  storm.” 

But  just  here  I must  sound  a note  of  sugges- 
tion and  warning.  There  must  be  no  postpone- 
ment of  desire  or  expectation  upon  the  part  of  us 
who  pray.  We  want  the  soul  saved  now;  we 
ask  God  to  do  it  now;  but  if  not  done  now  we 
claim  it  and  trust  Him  to  do  it  as  soon  as  he  can! 

To  be  betrayed  into  an  indifferent  feeling  and 
attitude  here  is  a crime.  ‘‘Oh,  in  God’s  good 
time  He  will  bring  it  to  pass,”  is  to  charge  God 
with  venturesome  sin.  God’s  time  is  now.  Al- 
ways now.  But,  we  are  saying.  He  is  repulsed 
by  one’s  sin  and  unyieldingness.  This  makes 
God  to  have  to  wait,  and  if  we,  just  there,  step 
in  in  our  real  desire  and  faith  and  take  Him  to 
do  it  He  will  take  it  upon  Himself  and,  in  genuine 
faith  we  may  rest  it  there. 

This  is  far  from  indifference  — it  is  a long  way 
from  doubt  — it  is  the  spirit  of  importunity 
which  Jesus  illustrates  and  commends. 

“And  He  said  unto  them : Which  of  you  shall 

have  a friend,  and  shall  go  unto  him  at  midnight 
and  say  unto  him.  Friend,  lend  me  three  loaves; 
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‘‘For  a friend  of  mine  in  his  journey  is  come 
to  me,  and  I have  nothing  to  set  before  him? 

“And  he  from  within  shall  answer  and  say, 
Trouble  me  not:  the  door  is  now  shut,  and  my 
children  are  with  me  in  bed;  I cannot  rise  and 
give  thee. 

“I  say  unto  you.  Though  he  will  not  rise  and 
give  him,  because  he  is  his  friend,  yet  because  of 
his  importunity  he  will  rise  and  give  him  as 
many  as  he  needeth. 

“And  I say  unto  you.  Ask,  and  it  shall  be 
given  you;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you.” 

In  hope,  against  all  human  hope, 
Self-desperate,  I believe; 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

“Faith,  mighty  faith,  the  promise  sees. 

And  looks  to  that  alone; 

Laughs  at  impossibilities, 

And  cries,  “ It  shall  be  done  ! “ 

We  need  not  lose  much  prayer.  It  is  too 
much  to  say  of  the  most  of  us  that  we  need  not 
lose  any;  but  we  should  lose  less  than  we  do. 
Let  us  do  it! 


EFFECTUAL  PRAYER. 

James  5:16. 

Prayer  is  not  over-used;  it  is  under-used. 
Too  large  place  is  not  given  it;  but  too  small  a 
place.  It  is  not  emphasized  in  our  private  life, 
in  the  domestic  circle  nor  in  the  church  above 
what  it  should  be,  but  rather  below.  Our  dan- 
ger is  not  in  praying  too  much,  but  too  little. 

James,  in  the  verses  lying  about  the  passage 
I have  cited  above,  seems  to  be  mentioning  two 
kinds,  or  experiences  of  prayer;  what  I will 
call,  for  want  of  better  terms  common  prayer 
and  uncommon  — usual  prayer  and  unusual  — 
prayer  with  which  we  are  quite  familiar  and 
that  with  which  we  are  not  so  familiar. 

The  first  kind  seems  to  be  illustrated  in  the 
prayer  of  those  who  are  ‘‘afflicted,”  — “Is  any 
among  you  afflicted?  Let  him  pray;”  the 
prayer  “over”  the  sick,  — “let  them  pray  over 
him;”  mutual  or  fellowship  prayer,  — ‘'pray 
one  for  another.”  The  second  kind  he  cites  as 
the  prayer  “of  faith”  for  the  sick,  — “the  prayer 
of  faith  shall  save  the  sick;”  the  prayer  Elias 
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offered  for  the  judgment  of  rain,  — ‘‘he  prayed 
earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain;”  and  again  the 
prayer rain,  — “And  he  prayed  again,  and  the 
heaven  gave  rain.” 

The  prayer  James  mentions  in  the  verse  we 
have  cited  in  our  caption  — the  16th  — seems 
to  be  this  second  kind,  — “The  effectual,  fer- 
vent prayer”  — the  inur  ought  prayer  — the 
intense  “prayer  of  a righteous  man  availeth 
much.” 

This  second  form  of  prayer  carries  all  the 
values  of  the  former  phase  but  is  more  intense, 
labored  and  spiritual.  The  Scriptures,  else- 
where, mention  it.  Paul  speaks  of  it  as  some- 
thing begotten  within  us  by  the  Spirit  making 
intercession  “with  groanings  which  cannot  be 
uttered.”  (Rom.  8:26.)  — a prayer  so  deep  that 
language  cannot  describe  it;  its  best  expression 
is  a groan.  He  farther  seems  to  mention  it  as 
a “supplication  in  the  Spirit,”  (Eph.  6:18.)  — 
a cry  specially  incited  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
“Praying,”  says  Jude,  “in  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
(Jude  20.)  “ Elias,”  James  here  says,  “ prayed 

earnestly,”  (margin  says, “prayed  in  his  prayer”) 
i.  e.,  when  in  prayer  he  was  led  into  an  inner 
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chamber-like  of  prayer  and  had  a prayer  within 
a prayer y which  was  more  than  the  usual,  — a 
specially  energized  prayer. 

Sharply  Conditioned. 

James  sharply  conditions  this  prayer  — con- 
ditions it  upon  character  and  conduct.  — '‘of  a 
righteous  man.”  “The  Lord  is  far  from  the 
wicked,  but  He  heareth  the  prayer  of  the 
righteous.”  (Prov.  15:29).  Prayer,  as  a voca- 
tion— as  a something  practiced,  belongs  to 
the  church,  — it  is  not  found  elsewhere.  Of 
course,  a sinner  may  pray  and  pray  effectually, 
for  how  else  could  one  become  a saint?  But  it 
is  the  cry  of  a penitent  sinner  — of  one  who  is 
sick  of  his  sins  and  is  seeking  to  be  rid  of  them. 
Sinners,  as  such,  do  not  pray. 

There  is  a most  intimate  relation  between 
prayer  and  character.  The  Psalmist  said,  “If 
I regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not 
hear  me.”  Not  simply  if  one  has  iniquity  in 
his  heart;  but,  if  he  “regard”  it  — cherish  it, 
be  unwilling  to  surrender  it  — it  shuts  God’s 
ear  to  his  asking. 
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Conduct,  must  be  considered  if  one  make  a 
success  of  prayer.  How  decided  is  John  in 
this.  — ‘Tor  if  our  heart  condemn  us,  God  is 
greater  than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things. 
Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have 
we  confidence  toward  God.  And  whatsoever 
we  ask,  we  receive  of  Him,  because  we  keep  His 
commandments,  and  do  those  things  that  are 
pleasing  in  His  sight.” 

One’s  own  heart  must  assure  him  that  he  is, 
at  least,  seeking  to  go  in  the  right  direction  — 
he  must  of  himself  be  certain  that  his  heart 
says  a great  yes  to  God  and  to  His  will,  or  his 
prayer  stops  at  the  threshold  of  himself.  Can 
God  know  less  of  man  than  man  knows  of  him- 
self? 

God  not  only  allows  man  to  argue  cases  be- 
fore Him,  He  encourages  it,  and  our  needs  de- 
mand it.  If  we  accomplish  much  by  prayer  — 
if  we  get  ahead  — we  must  be  able  to  humbly 
but  very  decidedly  say  directly  to  God  him- 
self, “Am  I not  walking  in  the  best  light  I have? 
Am  I not  saying  yes  with  my  whole  heart?  Am 
I not  keeping  Thy  commandments?  Am  I not 
doing  what  is  pleasing  in  Thy  sight?  Then, 
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hast  Thou  not  said,  ‘Whatsoever  we  ask,  we  re- 
ceive of  Him?'  " 

Abraham  was  familiar.  He  said,  “Shall  not 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?"  We  must 
be  familiar.  Our  needs  demand  it  — they  will 
force  it.  God  wants  this,  for  He  says,  come 
“boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace." 

There  is  a price  to  pay  for  successful  prayer. 
It  must  be  put  down  on  God’s  counter,  or  the 
goods  on  the  shelf  will  not  be  handed  over. 
That  price  is  all  and  this  all  means,  primarily, 
one's  self. 

People  often  object  to  the  demands  that 
holiness  makes  upon  them  — that  entire  conse- 
cration carries  — but  they  do  not  state  their 
objections  when  on  their  knees  — they  do  not 
make  them  to  God.  In  the  stress  of  need,  in 
the  pain  of  one’s  cry  for  God’s  help  one  hands 
himself  over  to  God  as  fully  as  does  one  ever  do 
to  get  sanctified  wholly.  No  soul  says  when  it 
is  before  God  in  real  prayer,  “Oh,  God,  I must 
have  help;  I must  come  to  the  place  of  deliver- 
ance; none  can  aid  me  save  Thee;  I must  have 
God;  but.  Oh  Lord,  I cannot  quite  say  yes 
to  Thy  cries,  I can’t  quite  let  all  go,  I can’t 
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just  be  all  Thine/'  None  talk  that  way  when 
real  prayer  is  being  offered. 

For  Something. 

Effectual  prayer  is  specific.  To  effect  an 
end  there  must  be  an  end  to  effect.  Prayer  that 
is  successful  asks  for  some  thing  — holds  over 
against  the  mind  something  definite. 

This  marks  the  difference  between  the  prayers 
we  have  noted,  — the  usual  and  the  unusual 
prayer. 

I do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  what  I am 
calling  the  ''common”  or  "usual”  prayer  has  no 
value;  it  has  great  value  in  many  particulars, 
but  its  value  is  general,  rather  than  definite,  — 
one  can  hardly  point  to  things,  in  particular, 
that  it  accomplishes. 

The  Scriptures  evidently  intend  to  emphasize 
this  special  prayer  I am  citing.  It  is  seen  in 
promises.  Jesus  says  "That  if  two  of  you  shall 
agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  that  they 
shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.”  (Matt.  18:19.)  Note: 
"Any  thing"  and  "i/”  shall  be  done.  How 
definite  that  is.  Again  he  says,  "If  a son  shall 
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ask  bread  of  any  of  you  that  is  a father,  will  he 
give  him  a stone?  or  if  he  ask  a fish,  will  he  for 
a fish  give  him  a serpent?  Or  if  he  shall  ask  an 
egg,  will  he  ofifer  him  a scorpion?”  (Luke  11 :11, 
12.)  Here  is  asking  for  “bread,”  for  “fish,” 
for  an  “egg,”  — definite  asking  and  definite 
receiving  — not  getting  a “stone,”  or  a “ser- 
pent,” or  a “scorpion.”  Again:  “If  ye  shall  ask 
anything  in  my  name,  I will  do  it.”  (Jno.  14:14.) 
“Any  thing"  — do  ''it"  Again:  “Therefore  I 
say  unto  you.  What  things  soever  ye  desire, 
when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and 
ye  shall  have  them"  Here  again  are  "things" 
and  ye  shall  receive  "them" 

It  were  easy  enough,  surely,  to  farther  en- 
large upon  this  from  the  Scriptures,  but  this 
much  will  be  sufficient  to  show  the  idea  of 
definiteness  in  asking  and  in  receiving. 

Various  Answers. 

I am  impressed  that  we  are  apt  to  think  that 
there  is  but  one  thing  we  properly  call  an  answer 
to  our  prayers ; and  that  is  a yes  — a giving  the 
thing  for  the  which  we  ask.  If  one  person  ask 
another  for  something  and  that  person  say 


42 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


‘‘No!”  would  not  that  be  an  answer,  and  just 
as  really  an  answer  as  though  it  were  a yes? 
Certainly.  Suppose,  now,  we  make  these  per- 
sons man  and  God;  if  man  ask  God  for  some- 
thing and  God  says  “No,”  is  it  not  an  answer? 
Certainly. 

So  we  may  think,  at  least,  of  more  than  one 
form  or  kind  of  answer  to  prayers,  however 
clearly  or  otherwise  we  may  appreciate  this  in 
our  experience  of  prayer. 

Prayer  may^have  three  kinds  of  answers,  — an 
affirmative  answer  — a yes ; a negative  answer  — 
a no;  and  an  equivalent  answer  — a giving 
something  else. 

The  first  we  will  understand,  — getting  that 
for  which  we  pray. 

How  do  we  get  it?  By  what  means  or  method 
does  God  answer  “yes?”  By  providences  and 
by  promises. 

Genuine  prayer  looks  for  an  answer.  It,  at 
once,  goes  to  the  look-out  to  see  what  comes  of 
the  praying.  Does  not  all  real  asking,  among 
men,  mean  that?  If  one  send  a letter  of  request 
and  it  be  a matter  of  any  moment  to  him,  does 
he  not  watch  for  an  answer?  If  one  speak  his 
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request  in  the  ear  of  one,  or  present  it  in  a mere 
motion  of  the  body,  does  he  not  look  for  the 
answer?  So  if  there  be  anything  properly 
called  prayer  to  God  it  will  at  once  place  the 
asker  in  the  attitude  of  looking  for  an  answer. 

I have  said  the  answer  may  come  in  what  I 
am  terming  God's  providences.  In  the  fourth 
chapter  of  the  Acts  we  have  an  account  of  a 
most  interesting  prayer  meeting  in  the  church 
of  the  Apostles.  Peter  and  John  had  incurred 
the  wrath  and  censure  of  the  “council.”  Being 
let  go  by  the  council  they  found  their  own  com- 
pany — the  church  — and  repeated  the  treat- 
ment they  had  received ; the  threats  of  the 
powers  and  their  opposition  to  the  truth.  And 
when  the  church  heard  this,  “they  lifted  up  their 
voice  to  God  with  one  accord,  and  said.  Lord, 
thou  art  God,  which  hast  made  heaven,  and 
earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is; 

“Who  by  the  mouth  of  thy  servant  David  hast 
said.  Why  did  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people 
imagine  vain  things?” 

“The  kings  of  the  earth  stood  up,  and  the  rulers 
were  gathered  together  against  the  Lord,  and 
against  his  Christ.” 
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^‘For  of  a truth  against  thy  holy  child  Jesus, 
whom  thou  hast  anointed,  both  Herod,  and 
Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people 
of  Israel,  were  gathered  together.” 

'‘For  to  do  whatsoever  thy  hand  and  thy 
counsel  determined  before  to  be  done.” 

“And  now.  Lord,  behold  their  threatenings: 
and  grant  unto  thy  servants,  that  with  all  bold- 
ness they  may  speak  thy  word,” 

"By  stretching  forth  thine  hand  to  heal;  and 
that  signs  and  wonders  may  be  done  by  the  name 
of  thy  holy  child  Jesus.” 

“And  when  they  had  prayed,  the  place  was 
shaken  where  they  were  assembled  together  ; and 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
they  spake  the  word  of  God  with  boldness.” 

A Yes. 

What  was  the  asking-part  of  this  so-called 
prayer?  It  was  for  ^'boldness"  to  speak  the 
word,  and  for  power  to  do  "signs  and  wonders.” 
These  requests  looked  toward  the  future. 
There  must  be  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of 
boldness  and  of  this  power;  it  had  to  do  largely 
with  their  tomorrows. 
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“When  they  had  prayed”  — having  prayed  — 
“the  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  assem- 
bled together.”  What  was  the  meaning  of  this 
physical  manifestation?  the  shaking  of  the  place. 
It  certainly  must  have  had  some  significance 
with  God  who  caused  it  and  with  the  people 
who  felt  it.  What  was  its  meaning?  It,  ev- 
idently, had  many  meanings,  and  we  might  with 
more  or  less  interest  dwell  upon  them;  but  one 
only  particularly  concerns  us  just  now  and  it 
is,  the  place  “shaken”  evidenced  that  God  had 
heard  them  and  the  answer  was  on  the  way.  This 
their  immediate  future  and  ministry  proved. 
God  granted  them  the  boldness  and  the  power 
for  which  they  had  prayed.  The  shaking  of  the 
place  was  the  “yes”  of  God  to  them  and  it  came 
in  this  physical  providence. 

In  the  Gospels  we  have  an  account  of  Jesus 
stilling  the  sea  in  response  to  the  anxious  cry 
of  the  Disciples.  (Matt.  8:23-27.)  In  their  fear 
that  they  would  be  swamped  they  cried  out, 
“Lord,  save  us;  we  perish.”  Having  rebuked 
them  for  their  “little  faith,”  (for  who  could  per- 
ish with  Jesus  on  board?)  “he  arose,  and  rebuked 
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the  winds  and  the  sea;  and  there  was  a great 
calm.” 

Jesus  did  not  say  whether  he  would  or  would 
not  deliver  them.  He  gave  them  no  promise. 
He  might  have  said,  ‘‘Fear  not,  children,  I am 
with  you;  I will  care  for  you.  Let  the  tempest 
rave  and  the  sea  roar,  we  will  come  out  all  right. 
Don't  be  afraid.”  This,  we  judge,  would  have 
quieted  them,  but  this  He  did  not  do.  He 
answered  rather  by  providence  — by  the  wind 
and  wave  ceasing.  The  “yes”  was  in  doing  the 
thing. 

King  Hezekiah  was  sick,  and  the  Scripture 
says  “sick  unto  death.”  The  Lord's  prophet, 
Isaiah,  went  to  him  and  told  him  to  prepare  his 
house  — fix  up  his  temporal  affairs  — for  he 
was  going  to  die  and  not  live. 

It  may  be  well  to  stop  here  a moment  with 
this  interesting  incident  to  note  that  Isaiah  is 
not  stating  any  divine  decree^  or  will  of  God  in 
this  coming  death,  but  simply  declaring  the 
nature  of  the  sickness  — that  it  is  a malady 
which  in  itself  is  fatal.  Isaiah  was  simply  doing 
what  a physician  would  do  in  such  a case  had 
he  wisdom  enough. 
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Hezekiah  turned  his  face  to  the  wall  and  con- 
fessed his  sins  and  shortcomings  (?).  He  said 
(Did  he?),  “Oh,  Lord,  thou  knowest  what  a 
failure  I have  made,  both  as  a king  in  Judah 
and  in  my  personal  experience.  Thou  seest 
how  I have  done  so  much  I should  not  have 
done,  and  left  undone  so  much  I should  have 
done,  and  how  I have  sinned  in  thought,  word 
and  deed.”  Did  he  say  that?  Was  that  the 
burden  of  his  prayer?  Was  that  what  he  asked 
God  to  remember?  Hardly!  “Then  he  turned 
his  face  to  the  wall,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord, 
saying,  T beseech  thee,  O Lord,  remember  now 
how  I have  walked  before  thee  in  truth  and  with 
a perfect  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is  good 
in  thy  sight.'  And  Hezekiah  wept  sore. 

“And  it  came  to  pass,  afore  Isaiah  was  gone 
out  into  the  middle  court,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  him,  saying, 

“Turn  again,  and  tell  Hezekiah  the  captain 
of  My  people.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  the  God  of 
David  thy  father,  I have  heard  thy  prayer,  I 
have  seen  thy  tears:  behold,  I will  heal  thee:  on 
the  third  day  thou  shalt  go  up  unto  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 
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‘'And  I will  add  unto  thy  days  fifteen  , years ; 
and  I will  deliver  thee  and  this  city  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria;  and  I will  defend 
this  city  for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant 
David’s  sake. 

Here  was  an  answer  by  promise.  The  thing 
was  not  done  — then  — it  was  to  be  done  and 
the  promise  stood  for  it.  God  might  have 
touched  him  well  and  said  nothing  — might 
have  answered  in  what  I have  termed  His 
“providences,”  but  He  did  not.  He  answered 
him  in  promise. 

The  tragic  scene  of  the  Crucifixion  is  before 
us.  On  crosses  by  the  side  of  Jesus  are  two 
thieves.  One  of  them  penitently  “said  unto 
Jesus,  ‘Lord,  remember  me  when  Thou  comest 
into  Thy  kingdom.’  And  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
‘Verily  I say  unto  thee,  to-day  thou  shalt  be 
with  me  in  paradise.’  ” Here,  again,  was  a 
/?rowwe-answer.  Jesus  might  have  said  nothing 
but  do  as,  finally.  He  did  do,  take  the  penitent 
along  to  paradise  with  Him. 

Was  the  promise  good?  Did  it,  think  ye, 
relieve  the  fear  as  well  as  the  fate  of  this  dis- 
tressed man?  There  can  be  but  one  answer. 
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The  answer  to  the  thief  was  a promise. 

About  the  year  1873,  as  a young  layman,  I 
shared  in  a very  gracious  revival  in  a New  Hamp- 
shire town.  One  Sunday  morning  I went  to  a 
near-by  village  to  preach.  Before  entering  the 
church  I dropped  into  the  parsonage.  The 
wife  of  the  pastor  — a most  godly  woman,  who 
had  been  in  my  meetings  in  the  town  — said 
to  me,  “Bro.  Fowler,  George  is  going  to  be  con- 
verted before  he  is  eighteen  years  old.  I heard 
from  God  this  morning.’' 

George  was  her  son.  He  was  to  be  eighteen 
the  following  Friday.  He  was  converted  in  our 
meeting  Tuesday  before  the  Friday.  (And  be- 
came and  is  now  a preacher.) 

Here  was  an  answer  — a yes  — by  promise. 
And  by  a voice  in  this  woman’s  soul.  By 
‘Voice”  I do  not  mean,  necessarily,  words 
spoken,  but  I do  mean  their  equivalent.  How 
else  could  she  have  known  what  she,  evidently, 
did  know? 

There  is  another  method  and,  probably,  the 
usual  one  which  God  employs  in  giving  the  yes- 
answer,  — by  the  Scriptures.  In  calling  the  at- 
tention to  the  word  of  God  and  impressing  it 
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upon  one’s  soul  is  a striking  way  of  communi- 
cating the  will  and  way  of  God.  A friend  of 
my  family,  a devout  woman,  was  suddenly 
subjected  to  a moral  peril  which  threatened  her 
reputation  (though  it  did  not  endanger  her 
character  because  of  her  purity)  and  a peril  for 
which  she  was  in  no  wise  responsible.  She  at 
once  went  to  her  closet  and  in  real  realization 
that  her  name  was  in  danger  of  scandal,  she 
spread  the  matter  before  God  and  asked  pro- 
tection. Immediately  this  Scripture  came  with 
vividness  to  her  mind,  “The  angel  of  the  Lord 
encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  Him, 
and  delivereth  them.” 

This  at  once  quieted  her  soul  and  she  never 
afterward  heard  a word  concerning  the  matter. 
God  hushed  it. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1909  I had  quite  a bit 
of  trouble  with  what  I called  rheumatism,  mak- 
ing me  considerably  lame  and  giving  me  some 
pain. 

The  time  of  our  Annual  Meeting  at  Oskaloosa, 
la.,  came  on.  I was  expecting  to  leave  my 
home  in  Massachusetts  on  a Wednesday  at 
about  four  p.  m.  In  the  morning  of  that  day 
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my  wife  said  to  me,  ‘‘You  are  not  fit  to  go  away 
from  home,  especially  to  subject  yourself  to  the 
inconveniences  and  exposures  of  camp-life.  If 
God  wants  you  to  go  He  must  touch  your 
body.*' 

She  had  hardly  so  expressed  herself  and  it 
seemed  sane  indeed,  when  I went  before  God 
with  the  matter  and  said  in  substance  (for  I re- 
member it  well),  ‘‘Thou  knowest  my  engage- 
ment at  the  Annual.  I would  like  to  go.  I am 
expected  there  and  it  will  disappoint  some  if 
I am  not  on  hand.  I know,  O Lord,  that  Thy 
work  will  go  on  and  its  prosperity  does  not  de- 
pend upon  me.  Thou  art  able  to  heal  me,  or 
if  better,  give  me  strength  moment  by  moment. 
I need  and  want  to  know  Thy  will.” 

It  was  a very  brief  prayer,  I remember  clearly. 
I have  stated  all  I said  and  I was  in  prayer  no 
longer  than  it  would  take  to  say,  devoutly,  such 
words. 

Immediately,  these  words  came  to  me,  “As 
they  went  they  were  cleansed.” 

I took  this  as  an  answer  that  God  wanted  me  to 
go  and  would  take  away  my  trouble. 
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I at  once  reported  the  matter  to  my  wife  and, 
with  no  change  in  my  physical  condition,  par- 
ticularly, I started.  I had  my  berth  made  up 
early  and  got  ready  to  get  into  it  about  eight 
o'clock.  As  I got  in  my  back  ached  more  than 
for  a good  while  and  I felt  sick.  I was  tempted 
to  think  I had  made  a decided  mistake  and  had 
misinterpreted  the  Scripture  I have  cited.  I 
lay  down  and  now  remember  well  of  saying  just 
this  to  God,  who  I felt  was  with  me,  — ^‘Oh 
Lord,  I may  have  made  a mistake  in  coming; 
hut,  I have  made  no  mistake  in  my  intention,  — 
I intended  to  do  and  he  in  Thy  will, 

I soon  dropped  off  to  sleep.  In  the  morning 
my  pain  was  gone  and  my  lameness  also.  I 
went  to  the  meeting  and  lived  in  a tent  under 
conditions  that  with  my  present  convictions  I 
would  not  do  again.  It  would  tempt  Providence. 
The  days  were  wet  and  cold.  But  I had  no 
twinge  of  my  trouble  and  have  had  no  rheuma- 
tism since,  though  for  several  winters  before 
had  been  more  or  less  troubled  with  it. 

A yes  by  Scripture  and  by  Providence,  both. 

The  case  of  John  the  Baptist  would  seem  to  be 
exceedingly  to  the  point  just  here.  He  was  in 
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prison.  And  he  was  in  great  perplexity  con- 
cerning Jesus  and  sent  his  disciples  with  the 
question  which  so  possessed  him.  — ‘‘Art  Thou 
He  that  should  come?  or  look  we  for  another?” 

What  a simple  question  to  have  answered 
directly.  Jesus  could  have  said,  “Yes,  I am  He. 
Go  and  tell  John  that  I am  the  true  and  prom- 
ised Messiah.” 

Jesus  gave  an  answer  — gave  a yes-answer  — 
but  gave  it  in  an  object  lesson.  “And  in  that 
same  hour  He  cured  many  of  their  infirmities 
and  plagues,  and  of  evil  spirits;  and  unto  many 
that  were  blind  he  gave  sight.”  He  then  told 
these  disciples  to  go  and  show  John  these  things 
and  said,  “Blessed  is  he,  whosoever  shall  not  be 
offended  in  me.” 

Here  was  a yes-answer  given  in  divine  prov- 
idence and  by  the  application  and  illustration 
of  the  Scriptures. 

A No. 

Does  prayer  — genuine  prayer  — bring  a real 
negative  answer  as  well  as  an  affirmative?  A 
no  as  well  as  a yes?  It  seems  so.  It  would,  I 
think,  seem  so  in  theory  and  does  seem  so  in 
practice.  Why  not?  Certainly  God  does  not 
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always  grant  our  requests,  and  should  He  not 
say  so  in  some  way  or  other?  He  might  decline 
to  give  that  for  which  we  pray  and  thus  say  no, 
or  He  might  tell  us  he  could  not  do  it. 

And  I am  now  seeking  to  refer  to  real  com- 
munion with  God  — to  an  asking  when  one  is 
in  as  good  a frame  of  mind  and  heart  as  were 
they  when  God  said  yes  to  them  — to  real  and 
genuine  prayer. 

That  people  do  not  get  much  for  which  they 
pray  is  not  an  open  question;  this  all  concede 
whatever  the  reasons  may  or  may  not  be. 

To  turn  to  the  Scriptures  we  seem  to  find  what 
I am  calling  a negative  answer  — God  saying 
no.  We  find  Moses  in  prayer  for  the  people  and 
asking  that  God  will  change  His  decision  and 
forgive  them.  To  this,  and  this  most  earnest 
and  unselfish  request  God  says  no,  — ^‘And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Whosoever  hath  sinned 
against  me,  him  will  I blot  out  of  my  book,”  — 
I cannot  consent  to  do  what  you  ask,  God  seems 
to  say.  (Exo.  32:31  — ) We  find  this  same  sug- 
gestion in  the  experience  of  Jeremiah  when  God 
said  to  him,  “Pray  not  for  this  people  for  their 
good.  When  they  fast,  I will  not  hear  their 
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cry.’'  God  said  no.  God  said  to  Ezekiel, 
'Though  they  cry  in  mine  ears  with  a loud  voice, 
yet  will  I not  hear  them.” 

But  great  care  must  here  be  exercised.  We 
will  be  in  great  danger  of  being  misled  into  the 
error  that  no  answer,  at  once,  is  a negative  one 
and  that  it  is  of  no  use. 

The  enemy  will  ever  be  present  to  seek  to  dis- 
courage a soul  and  bewilder  it  — he  will  be  more 
than  ready  to  accuse  God  of  not  being  disposed 
to  hear  us  and  accuse  us  of  not  rightly  meeting 
the  conditions.  Anything  to  defeat  a praying 
soul  will  answer  for  him. 

No  answer,  is  not  necessarily  a not  answering; 
a delay  is  not  necessarily  to  deny. 

Nothing  is  so  important  as  is  faith,  and  this 
God  seeks  to  develop.  When  the  heathen 
woman  of  Syrophenia  asked  Jesus  for  a decided 
and  great  favor,  "he  answered  her  not  a word.” 
No  doubt  the  devil  was  on  hand  to  accuse  her 
of  failure.  We  know  he  was  suggesting  to  the 
disciples  that  her  cry  was  imprpper,  especially 
her  continuing  it  (she  evidently  kept  it  up),  for 
they  said,  “Send  her  away;  for  she  crieth  after 
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But  this  poor  woman  wanted  help  and  wanted 
it  badly.  She  did  not  propose  to  be  put  off. 

To  consider  the  method  Jesus  used  with  this 
woman  is  to  make  Him  seem  almost  cruel  in 
His  treatment  of  her  and  if  we  do  not  read  the 
account  backwards  and  see  just  what  He  saw  and 
see  what  He  was  up  to  we  could  easily  charge 
Jesus  with  unkindness.  But  He  saw  the  end 
from  the  beginning;  may  I say  it?  He  knew  what 
He  was  about;  He  was  bringing  her  where  even 
He  could  exclaim,  ''O,  woman,  great  is  thy 
faith.’^ 

How  should  we  overcome  the  seeming  no  when 
it  is  not  a real  no?  How  shall  we  defeat  the 
delay  and  not  be  overcome  by  it  and  think  it 
is  no  use  to  pray  longer?  How  can  we 
escape  the  disaster  of  failure  in  prayer  here? 
How  can  we  win  when,  apparently,  we  have 
lost? 

May  I stop  here  to  say  — will  I be  charged 
with  wisdom  above  what  is  written?  — that 
there  are  delicate  if  not  intricate  questions  along 
here.  But  are  they  not  real?  Do  they  not 
enter  into  experience?  Should  they  not  be  con- 
sidered? If  they  seem  to  be  the  higher  mathe- 
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matics  of  prayer,  then  the  simple  arithmetic  may 
not  quite  answer  for  a solution  of  them. 

Some  questions  must  be  considered.  Let  us 
ask  ourselves  and  squarely  face  the  matter.  — 

1.  Is  what  I pray  over  a proper  thing  to  ask 
for?  If  not,  we  should  expect  a negative  an- 
swer, for  God  has  sense  in  the  matter  if  we  do 
not  have.  Whether  this  question  is  easily  set- 
tled or  settled  with  difficulty,  it  should  be  set- 
tled. '‘Have  I a right  to  ask  for  this?”  is  a vital 
question. 

Just  as  I am  writing  this  for  the  press  a letter 
comes  to  me  from  a woman  whom  I have  reason 
to  regard  as  above  the  average  in  intelligence 
and  certainly  beyond  the  usual  Christian  in 
personal  religious  experience.  Her  daughter 
lost  a limb. 

For  a solid  week  she  fasted  and  prayed  for  God 
to  restore  the  limb,  — to  put  on  a new  foot. 

This  good  woman  thought  she  was  led  of  God 
to  offer  this  prayer. 

Did  God  answer  by  doing  it?  No.  By  say- 
ing He  would?  No.  Years  have  gone  since, 
she  writes,  and  the  limb  is  the  same;  no  new  one 
has  been  given,  or  grown. 
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God  said  nothing.  There  was  silence  upon 
God’s  part  so  far  as  this  particular  matter  was 
concerned.  (This  good  woman  heard  from  God 
in  many  ways  and  learned  wondrous  lessons 
while  thus  in  prayer,  but  heard  nothing  con- 
cerning this  limb.) 

How  was  God’s  silence  to  be  construed?  Was 
this  a seeming  no,  or  a real  no?  Was  it  a defeat^ 
or  a delay?  Mark  you,  we  are  not  asking  this 
question  after  all  these  years  have  thrown  light 
on  it,  but  thinking  of  it  at  the  time  this  mother 
offered  this  prayer  and  got  no  answer. 

The  prayer  this  woman  offered  was  of  such  a 
nature  — was  so  genuine  and  Christian  — it 
should  have  brought  the  thing  to  pass  had  God 
been  disposed  to  do  it.  The  years  intervening 
are  evidence  that  God  did  not  propose  to  give 
a new  limb  and  that  the  silence  of  God  at  the 
time  was  to  be  construed  that  way. 

But,  is  there  no  way  of  determining  what  such 
silence  means  other  than  to  wait?  This  is  just 
the  question  I am  raising  and  trying  to  answer. 
Did  this  mother  have  any  right  to  offer  that 
prayer?  Did  she  have  any  right  to  think  God 
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would  heal  this  maimed  daughter?  My  answer 
is  no;  she  had  no  such  right  or  expectation. 

Why  not?  Did  not  Jesus  do  just  such  things 
when  in  the  flesh?  Yes.  Has  not  He  the  power 
now?  Yes.  Will  He  not  do  just  such  things 
now?  Evidently  not! 

This  introduces  a discussion  which  cannot  be 
taken  up  here,  at  length.  This  is  not  the  place 
for  it.  I will  only  say  this,  there  is  no  precedent 
for  this  woman  to  go  by;  no  instance  in  the  past 
centuries  since  the  close  of  the  miracle-era 
(about  A.  D.  65)  of  such  things  being  done. 
(Mark:  I make  a sharp  distinction  between  the 
miracle-era  and  the  supernatural-era;  the  latter 
has  never  closed.  The  difference  between  the 
supernatural  and  miraculous  is  one  of  degree,  — 
the  miraculous  is  supernatural,  but  the  super- 
natural is  not,  necessarily,  miraculous.)  In 
itself,  it  was  not  a proper  thing  for  which  to 
pray  — she  had  no  right  to  expect  God  to  do  it. 

So  we  say,  we  must  settle  the  question,  have 
we  a right  to  pray  as  we  do? 

2.  If  proper  to  pray  for  it,  does  one  want  it 
and  want  it  more  than  one  does  not  want  it? 
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God,  evidently,  will  not  interest  Himself  in 
what  does  not  interest  us.  If  we  do  not  much 
care.  He  will  not  much  care.  If  we  can  be  in- 
different whether  we  get  it  or  not.  He  will  be 
indifferent  about  giving  it.  If  our  prayers  do 
not  move  us,  they  are  unlikely  to  move  Him. 
‘‘Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  He  will  draw  nigh 
to  you.”  See  the  order  of  movement,  — we  are 
moved,  then  He. 

What  do  I mean  by  wanting  more  than  not 
wanting?  This:  It  suggests  price.  If  God 

would  only  answer  the  prayer  Hannah  of  old 
offered  for  a child,  then,  said  she,  “I  will  give 
him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life.”  Sup- 
pose God  had  said,  “Daughter,  if  I grant  this 
request  of  yours  and  give  you  this  child  and  thus 
remove  your  reproach,  I shall  require  the  child 
for  my  service,”  and  she  had  said,  “Oh,  I cannot 
do  that,”  here  would  be  an  illustration  of  what 
I mean  by  wanting  a thing  but  not  wanting  it 
more.  She  would  have  wanted  the  child,  but 
when  it  came  to  consenting  to  God's  plan  about 
it  she  backed  out.  Not  ready  to  pay  the  price. 

So  when  we  do  not  seem  to  get  an  answer  to 
our  prayers  — there  is  silence  or  even,  for  the 
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present,  a no  — it  is  well  to  ask  ''do  I want  this? 
really  want  it?  want  it  enough?  enough  to  pay 
the  price?”  For  this  may  be  the  secret  of  the 
silence,  or  of  the  no.  — God  meaning  to  say,  "I 
cannot  do  this  under  the  circumstances  as  they 
are  with  you.” 

3.  If  God  will  give  this,  will  I magnify 
Him  for  it?  Will  I acknowledge  Him  and  praise 
Him? 

Just  here  is  a great  secret  of  God’s  silence  and 
for  His  "no.” 

I am  simply  appalled  at  the  unpraisefulness, 
the  thanklessness  of  so-called  Christians.  The 
little  amenities  of  life  have  attention  and  close 
attention  even  with  the  uncultivated  and  boorish 
people  — all  give  attention  to  certain  good  man- 
ners, but  not  when  in  relation  to  God,  All  are 
thanked  except  God.  He,  ordinarily,  gets  no 
praise  in  lip  or  life  and  from  people  who  think 
they  pray.  To  do  a favor  and  the  commonest 
one  to  an  old  hag  and  even  she  would  grunt  out 
a "thank  you!”  To  perform  the  commonest 
service  for  the  commonest  people  gets  some 
recognition  of  appreciation,  but  so-called  Chris- 
tians, as  a rule,  never  praise  God!  And  I mean 
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exactly  that.  They  pray  some  and  perhaps  quite 
a good  deal  and  never  praise. 

Just  as  I pen  these  very  lines,  a really  good 
woman  of  the  church,  who  goes  to  prayer  meet- 
ing and  likes  to  go,  and  ‘‘speaks  in  meeting”  and 
undoubtedly  has  some  love  for  God,  and  cer- 
tainly has  a tremendous  interest  in  her  church, 
passed  the  door  of  my  room  when  I said,  “Well, 
praise  the  Lord  — !”  and  she  sort  of  groaned  out 
something,  but  no  word  of  praise,  nor  intended 
it  as  such.  I have  known  her  for  forty  years 
and  have  seen  her  daily,  months  at  a time,  and 
never  heard  a word  of  thanksgiving  from  her  in  my 
life. 

And  she  is  a good  illustration  of  the  most  who 
call  themselves  and  are  called  Christians. 

And  God  does  not  like  it!  And  men  would  not. 
If  men  were  treated  as  God  is,  they  would  be 
done  with  helping  one  another  more  than  they 
had  to.  It  is  simply  appalling! 

And  this  accounts  for  much  of  God's  silence 
when  we  pray,  and  for  God’s  answer  of  “no.” 
He  is,  (may  I say  it?)  sick  of  us.  We  do  not 
want  Him,  but  His  — want  Him  to  use,  and 
then  have  no  more  use  for  Him  till  our  next 
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Strait  comes.  And  God  wearies  of  this  treat- 
ment. Mark  it!  It  is  a secret  of  divine  silence 
— it  is  why  God  says  ‘‘no.’’ 

“Whoso,”  says  the  psalmist,  “offereth  praise 
glorifieth  me:  and  to  him  that  ordereth  his  con- 
versation aright  will  I show  the  salvation  of 
God.”  To  say  in  our  prayer-straits,  “Oh,  God, 
Thou  shalt  have  me  and  mine.  Thou  shalt  have 
my  service  and  sacrifice.  Thou  shalt  have  the 
praise  of  my  lips  and  the  product  of  my  life. 
Do  this.  Oh  God,  and  the  memory  of  it  shall  ever 
be  fresh  with  me  — I will  praise  Thee  — praise 
shall  ever  be  in  my  mouth.”  See  if  this  will  not 
break  God’s  silence,  often,  and  even  change  His 
“no”  to  a “yes.” 

4.  Is  sin  the  trouble  — real  sin?  It  becomes 
us  in  the  presence  of  God’s  silence  to  ask  that 
question  of  ourselves.  And  press  it.  This  de- 
feated the  people  before  in  the  far-away  time 
and  has  so  often  since  and  always  will,  that  it 
is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  praying  people  to  ar- 
rest themselves  for  at  least  some  earnest  in- 
quiries when  prayer  seems  to  be  unanswered  ,- 
or  not  answered  as  we  would  like.  The  key-note 
to  this  scripture  thought  is,  “If  I regard  iniquity 
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in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me.”  (Ps. 
66:18.) 

An  Equivalent  Answer. 

A giving  something  else. 

God’s  equivalents  are  God’s  betters  — His 
things-in-stead  are  His  higher  ones.  Is  not  this 
at  least  intimated  in  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  that 
the  ''cup”  might  pass  from  Him?  It  evidently 
did  not  pass,  but  an  angel  from  heaven  appeared 
and  appeared  to  Him  and  "strengthened  Him.” 
There  was  a something  else  — an  equivalent — 
and  something,  presumably,  better.  Paul’s  case 
is  clearer.  Just  what  his  "thorn  in  the  flesh” 
was  we  do  not  know,  though  we  do  know  it  was 
a physical  infirmity.  He  prayed  for  its  removal 
and  prayed  earnestly,  but  got  an  equivalent  — 
got  something  else  as  an  answer  — and  some- 
thing better,  since  it  was  the  occasion  of  the 
"power  of  Christ”  resting  upon  him  in  an  added 
measure,  which  enabled  him  to  "take  pleasure” 
in  the  thing  that  hurt.  (2  Cor.  12:7-10.) 

In  the  case  of  the  godly  woman  which  I have 
cited  in  this  discussion  in  her  prayer  for  the  re- 
storing the  limb  to  her  child,  is  a matter  which 
serves  to  illustrate  this  idea  of  an  equivalent. 
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In  her  stating  her  case  to  me  in  a long  and  well 
written  letter  she  mentions  certain  gracious  ex- 
periences which  came  to  her,  such  as  new  illu- 
minations of  God’s  love,  tenderness,  patience 
the  discipline  of  her  own  trust,  these  and  others 
which  enabled  her  to  be  of  help  to  people  as 
never  before  could  she  be. 

However  this  Christian  woman  interpreted 
these,  I interpret  them  as  divine  substitutes  for 
that  for  which  she  prayed,  and,  furthermore, 
that  which  was  better. 

A lady,  devout  and  devoted,  known  so  well  to 
the  people  of  Des  Moines,  la.,  wrote  the  follow- 
ing addressed  to  ‘‘The  beloved  Saints  of  the 
Holiness  Convention”  — a meeting  then  being 
held  in  said  city.  It  reads:  “I  am  nearing  my 
thirty-third  anniversary  as  a dweller  in  the  land 
of  promise,  a land  that  floweth  with  milk  and 
honey  and  can  say  that  the  half  has  never  been 
told.  For  the  past  eight  years  I have  been  a 
‘Shut  In’,  not  having  heard  the  glorious  songs 
of  the  blood  washed  throng.  These  have  been 
years  of  great  spiritual  growth  and  the  testimony 
is  constantly  in  my  soul.  I am  in  love  with  my 
“shut  in”  life.  It  is  beautiful  to  be  shut  in  with 
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God.  I expect  to  praise  Him  in  eternity  for 
these  years.  Unto  the  triune  God  be  all  the 
glory.” 

Hear  this!  Something  better  than  relief  from^ 
the  shut  in  life  and  that  is  '‘great  spiritual 
growth.”  This  godly  soul  says  she  is  in  love 
with  the  shut-in  life  and  finds  it  beautiful. 

Does  not  this  suggest  what  I am  trying  to  say 
concerning  substitutes  for  things  we  ask  God  to 
give,  and  that  which  is  better? 

Could  the  world  get  on  as  well  without  the 
remarkable  allegory  by  Bunyan,  Pilgrim’s  Prog- 
ress? Does  anyone  imagine  we  would  have  it, 
had  not  its  author  been  shut  up  in  Bedford  Jail? 
God,  evidently,  could  not  have  afforded  to  de- 
liver Bunyan,  for  He  had  something  better  as  a 
substitute  and  that  was  a chance  to  pen  that 
book. 

Madam  Guyon  was  imprisoned  by  the  corrupt 
and  dissolute  Louis  XIV  because  this  wicked 
King  could  not  silence  her  testimony  to  full  sal- 
vation. For  years  she  was  in  the  dungeon  of 
the  dreaded  and  dreadful  French  Bastile,  but 
she  had  so  much  of  God  with  her  that  she  de- 
clared her  prison  life  seemed  like  “a  palace”  and 
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the  “stones  of  her  dungeon  walls  sparkled  like 
diamonds.”  The  most  of  her  helpful  books 
were  written  while  there.  We  give  a single  verse 
of  a most  beautiful  poem  written  within  these 
walls : — 

“A  little  bird  am  I, 

Shut  from  the  fields  of  air, 

And  in  my  cage  I sit  and  sing 
To  Him  who  placed  me  there. — 

Well  pleased  a prisoner  to  be, 

Because,  my  God,  it  pleaseth  Thee.” 

Paul,  when  upon  his  limbs  was  a Roman  chain, 
never  called  himself  the  prisoner  of  Rome,  but 
“the  prisoner  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

No  Equivalent  in  Spiritualities. 

But,  let  it  be  decidedly  borne  in  mind,  that 
this  idea  of  equivalents  and  substitutes  in  prayer 
does  not  have  to  do  with  spiritual  things,  but 
with  temporal.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of 
the  spiritual;  nothing  can  equal  its  value.  Does 
one  pray  for  forgiveness,  for  purity,  for  spiritual 
illumination,  for  divine  refreshing,  for  spiritual 
leading,  for  gracious  anointing  and  such  like  in 
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the  realm  of  the  spiritual?  Then  we  may  all  be 
assured  that  there  are  no  equivalents,  no  sub- 
stitutes for  these  — God  has  nothing  to  take 
their  places. 


EFFECTUAL  PRAYER. 
II. 


Prayer  that  becomes  effectual  must  take  up 
into  itself  the  will  of  God;  it  must  ask  for  what 
it  is  the  purpose  of  God  to  grant.  Effectual 
prayer  runs  parallel  with  the  divine  mind,  — not 
crossing  it,  nor  thwarting  it,  but  agreeing  with 
it.  Of  course,  God  is  not  going  to  give  us  what 
He  does  not  give  people  even  though  they  ask 
Him  ever  so  earnestly. 

This  does  not  mean  that  God  has  never  in  a 
single  case  done  for  people  at  their  request 
what  was  not  best  and  what  He  did  not  want 
to  do;  but  it  does  give  the  rule,  or  order  of 
prayer. 

Prayer  is  decidedly  and  directly  a spiritual 
exercise;  not  only  a something  between  spirit- 
natures,  it  is  a lofty  moral  affair.  Successful 
prayer  corrects  asking  for  selfish  things.  One 
may  and  often  does  pray  for  changed  and  im- 
proved providential  conditions  and  prays  selfish- 
ly, having  no  thought  of  honoring  God  in  the 
matter  and  is  held  off,  so  to  speak,  till  He  sees 
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his  error  of  motive  and  is  cured  of  it.  — the 
prayer  of  “a  righteous  man,’’  i.  e.  the  prayer  of 
a man  right,  ''avails  much.” 

A pronounced  feature  of  righteousness  is  want- 
ing what  God  wants  to  give.  And  that  only. 

This  settles  the  holiness  question.  There  can 
be  no  compromise  in  successful  prayer.  Men 
do  not  say  when  on  their  faces  before  God,  "Oh, 
Lord,  grant  me  this  for  which  I pray.  I am  not 
quite  ready  to  be  all  Thou  dost  require  or  do  all 
Thou  dost  say,  but  do  Thou  this  for  me.”  All, 
at  once  see  that  such  an  idea  is  absurd  and  lu- 
dicrous. People  argue  and  contend,  but  not  on 
their  knees, 

God’s  will  is  plain.  It  must  be.  How  can 
we  be  expected  to  harmonize  with  it  if  we  do  not 
know  what  it  is?  There  are  times,  surely,  when 
one  does  not  know  what  to  do;  but  then  is  when 
he  does  not  have  to  do.  When  one  does  not  know 
what  God  wants,  he  does  not  have  to  act. 

Two  Revelations  — Outer  and  Inner. 

1.  There  is  an  outer  revelation  by  which  we 
learn  the  mind  and  will  of  God. 
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By  outer  revelation  I mean  the  Christian 
Scriptures.  In  these  God  says  things.  He  tells 
what  He  does  not  and  what  He  does  want  — 
what  He  will  and  what  He  will  not  do. 

And,  of  course,  they  are  reliable  — can  be  de- 
pended upon.  No  use  to  look  farther.  When 
God  says  a thing  in  His  Word  it  is  folly  to  ques- 
tion and  debate  it. 

Take  the  questions  of  a personal  salvation,  a 
perfect  salvation  and  a perpetual  salvation. 

These  are  the  supreme  things.  Nothing  is 
comparable  to  them. 

Relative  to  salvation  God  says,  “Who  will 
have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.’'  (1  Tim.  2:4.) — who 
willeth  to  have  all  saved.  What  is  there  de- 
clared? That  it  is  God's  will  to  save  all.  He 
farther  says,  “The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning 
his  promise,  as  some  men  count  slackness;  but 
is  longsuffering  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any 
should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  re- 
pentance.’’ (II  Pet.  3-9.) 

What  multitudes  of  people  have  wondered 
whether  God  would  save  them.  More  than 
likely  the  most  of  my  readers  have  had  such  an 
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excellent  inheritance  in  tradition  and  training 
as  to  hardly  appreciate  what  I am  saying  just 
here;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  masses  of  people, 
especially  those  trained  under  the  old  Calvinism, 
have  been  at  the  point  of  despair  over  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  God  was  willing  to  save  them, 
and  many  have  gone  down  in  their  despair. 

But  what  does  God  say?  Say  in  the  passage 
I have  cited?  Clearly  this:  That  He  is  not 

willing  any  should  perish  but  that  all  should  re- 
pent. 

This  is  a clear  statement  of  His  will  — the 
outer  revelation  showing  it.  Believe  and  be 
saved!  Why  not? 

A perfect  salvation,  — a salvation  from  all  sin. 
The  outer  revelation  says,  '‘The  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  his  Son  cleanse th  us  from  all  sin,''  “If 
we  confess  our  sins.  He  is  faithful  and  just  to 
forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  un- 
righteousness.'' (1  Jno.  1:7,  9.)  “Wherefore  be 
ye  not  unwise,  but  understanding  what  the  will 
of  the  Lord  (Eph.5.T7.)  “For  this  is  the  will 
of  God,  even  your  sanctification."  (1  Thess.  4:3.) 
“And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that 
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ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable, 
and  perfect  will  of  God.’'  (Rom.  12:2.)  What 
does  this  revelation  say?  That  the  blood 
cleanseth  ''from  all  sin;''  God  is  faithful  to  cleanse 
from  ‘'all  unrighteousness;”  we  are  exhorted  not 
to  be  unwise  but  understand  "what  the  will  of 
the  Lord  is;”  and  "this"  is  the  will  of  God  “even 
your  sanctification;”  and  this  perfect  will  may 
be  proved. 

What  could  be  clearer?  Were  God  to  again 
manifest  himself  in  the  flesh  and  speak  again  with 
a human  voice  into  human  ears,  how  could  it  be 
more  simply  stated? 

And  a perpetual  salvation.  This  is,  as  well, 
declared.  One  may  not  only  get  it,  he  may  keep 
it.  “Wherefore  He  is  able  also  to  save  them  to 
the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by  Him, 
seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
them.”  (Heb.  7:28.)  This  passage  reveals  two 
great  ideas,  (1)  Jesus  can  ssive  fully  and  (2)  for- 
ever y — save  to  the  uttermost  (fully)  and  for- 
ever, — the  margin  says  “evermore.”  Zacharias, 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  speaking  for  God, 
said,  “The  oath  which  he  sware  to  our  father, 
Abraham,  That  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that  we. 
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being  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies, 
might  serve  him  without  fear,  In  holiness  aad 
righteousness  before  him,  all  the  days  of  our 
life.”  (Luke  1 :73-78.)  Here  is  a deliverance  that 
is  perpetual,  — “all  the  days  of  our  life.” 

The  outer  revelation,  then,  would  seem  to  de- 
termine what  the  will  of  God  is  relative  to  these 
highest  concerns.  Prayer  can,  relative  to  these 
matters,  easily  be  along  the  will  of  God  since  it 
is  so  plainly  revealed. 

2.  There  is  another  revelation  — an  inner. 

What  do  we  mean  by  “revelation?”  An  un- 
veiling, a disclosing,  a letting  one  see. 

There  is  a revelation  — a disclosing  the  will  and 
mind  of  God  directly  to  one's  spirit-nature,  Jesus 
recognizes  this  and  declared  Peter  to  be  a sub- 
ject of  it  when  He  said  to  him,  “Blessed  art  thou, 
Simon  Bar-jona:  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not 
revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.”  (Matt.  16:17.)  Here,  deep  in  the 
hidden  nature  of  this  man,  Peter  not  only  had  a 
disclosure,  but  a disclosure  of  a most  exalted 
fact,  viz. : the  true  nature  of  Jesus  Christ  — he 
was  the  Christed  one,  the  true  Messiah,  “the 
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Son  of  the  Living  God.”  And  this  by  this  inner 
revelation. 

Jesus  declares  that  spiritual  things  are  hid 
from  certain  ones  and  they  the  'Vise  and  pru- 
dent,” but  they  are  "revealed”  unto  "babes." 
And  He  farther  says,  "No  man  knoweth  who  the 
Son  is,  but  the  Father;  and  who  the  Father  is,  but 
the  Son;  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal 
Him,"  (Luke  10:22.)  "Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  Him.  But  God  hath  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit.”  (1  Cor.  2:9,  10.) 
"For  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  the  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.”  (2.  Cor.  4:6.)  "But 
when  it  pleased  God,  who  separated  me  from  my 
mother’s  womb,  and  called  me  by  His  grace.  To 
reveal  His  Son  in  me.”  (Gal.  1:15,  16.)  "No 
man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  (1  Cor.  12:3.) 

There  is,  then,  not  only  an  inner  revelation 
but  a revelation  which,  alone,  enables  one  to 
know  certain  spiritual  things. 
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'‘For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a man, 
save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him?  Even  so 
the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Now  we  have  received,  not  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God ; 
that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely 
given  to  us  of  God.”  (Heb.  10:14.)  "Which  things 
also  we  speak,  not  in  the  words  which  man’s  wis- 
dom teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teach- 
eth;  comparing  spiritual  things  with  spiritual. 
But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are  foolishness  unto 
him:  neither  can  he  know  them^  because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned.”  (Heb.  10:14.) 

Scripture  Limitations 

This  inner  revelation  is  needful  because  of 
what  the  Scriptures  — the  outer  revelation  — 
cannot  reveal.  The  limitations  of  the  Scriptures 
must  be  very  marked,  — so  much  is  there  the 
Scriptures  cannot  tell  one.  For  instance,  take 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  to  the  fact  of  one’s 
personal  pardon.  This  the  Scriptures,  it  will  at 
once  be  seen,  cannot  declare.  Why  not?  Be- 
cause my  name  is  not  in  them.  The  Scriptures 
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do  not  say,  ‘^Your  sins,  Charles  J.  Fowler,  are 
pardoned.”  Even  if  they  did,  I could  by  no 
means  know  that  it  meant  me  — it  might  mean 
another  by  that  name.  I simply  cannot  know 
from  the  Scriptures  that  my  sins  are  blotted  out. 

I can  believe  it  upon  the  strength  of  what  they 
do  say  and  upon  conditions  I have  met;  and  I 
should;  but  that  is  not  a knowledge  of  it  by  the 
testimony  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Scriptures  teach  that  God  forgives  sin. 
But,  only  on  certain  conditions.  Therefore,  we 
say  when  one  meets  those  conditions  and  comes 
to  God’s  terms  he  may  and  must  believe  that 
he  is  forgiven.  But  that  is  not  the  witness  of 
the  Spirit,  by  any  means.  In  addition  there  is 
a direct  testimony  of  God  to  his  soul  that  the 
work  is  done.  In  other  words,  the  Scriptures 
teach  one  may  be  forgiven  and  the  Spirit  de- 
clares I am  the  one, 

A certain  class  of  religious  teachers  seem  to 
entirely  ignore  this  Spirit-testimony  in  their 
saying  to  people,  ”You  come,  don’t  you?”  and 
the  enquirer  says,  ”Yes.”  “Well,  don’t  God  say 
He  will  pardon?”  “Yes.”  “Well,  you  are  par- 
doned, are  you  not?”  “W-e-11,  I presume  so.” 
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'‘But  don’t  God  say  so?  and  you  may  know  it  is 
so  because  the  Book  says  so!”  Thus  the  wit- 
ness of  the  Spirit  is  ignored. 

The  Book  does  not  say  so.  Again  we  say  it 
cannot  tell  anyone  his  sins  are  forgiven,  because 
one’s  name  is  not  in  that  book. 

When  Jesus  says,  “Him  that  cometh  to  me 
I will  in  nowise  cast  out”  He  utters  a word  of 
absolute  truth.  It  can  be  depended  upon. 
When  then  one  comes  he  not  only  has  a right  to 
think  and  say,  “I  am  not  cast  out — I am  re- 
ceived,” but  he  Should,  or  else  he  charges  Christ 
with  insincerity.  Such  an  one  should  believe. 
And  believing,  he  v^\W  feel.  Feel  what? 

Paul  says,  “The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness 
with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God,” 
(Rom.  8:16.)  Two  spirits  — the  divine  Spirit 
and  our  spirit  — declare  we  are  God’s  children. 

There  is  then  the  testimony  of  our  own  spirit 
that  we  have  turned  from  sin,  have  come  to 
Christ  and  do  trust  His  word  and  are  received 
and  saved.  A real  feeling  and  a feeling  well 
worth  while.  But,  this  is  not  the  witness  of 
the  Spirit,  — the  Spirit  of  God  bears  witness 
with  our  spirit  that  this  is  so.  The  testimony 
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of  the  Scriptures  is  the  basis  of  our  belief;  the 
testimony  of  the  Spirit  the  basis  of  our 
knowledge. 

Again:  The  Scriptures  teach  that  the  names 
of  the  children  of  God  are  written  in  heaven. 
(Luke  10:20.)  But  they  cannot  tell  me  my 
name  is  there.  They  declare  that  the  names  of 
certain  are  there,  — that  is  the  doctrine,  — but 
only  some  one  who  has  seen  the  record  and  has 
seen  my  name  on  the  record  can  tell  me  it  is 
there.  This  the  Spirit  does. 

This  revelation  of  the  Spirit  to  one’s  soul  is 
no  new  revelation,  i.  e.,  it  is  no  revelation  above 
and  in  addition  to  what  the  Bible  mentions,  it 
is  rather  an  application  to  individuals  of  the  teach- 
ing and  privileges  which  the  Scriptures  reveal. 

The  Spirits  Intercession. 

Paul  declares  that  the  Holy  Spirit  makes  ‘'in- 
tercession for  the  saints  according  to  the  will  of 
God.” 

1.  What  is  this  intercession? 

2.  Where  is  it? 

3.  What  guides  it? 
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'‘Intercession”  in  the  passage  just  cited  means, 
in  a word,  prayer , — “the  Holy  Spirit  makes 
prayer  for  the  saints.”  Paul  has  just  said 
(ver.  26)  “we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for 
as  we  ought,”  therefore  the  Spirit  helps  “our 
infirmities”  by  inciting  us  to  pray. 

Where?  Of  course,  within  our  own  spirit- 
nature.  The  author  of  the  Hebrews  teaches  that 
Christ  has  entered  “into  heaven  itself,  now  to 
appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us.  (Heb.  9:24.) 
and  that  there  “He  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for”  us.  (7 :28.)  As  Jesus  is  in  the  heaven- 
arena  “for  us,”  the  Spirit  is  in  the  soul-arena 
“for  us,”  — One  there  in  our  interests  and  One 
here  in  our  interests. 

What  guides  this  intercession?  “The  will  of 
God.” 

Concerning  this  will  we  are  very  ignorant,  — 
“we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we 
ought.”  The  Spirit’s  direction  then  is  that  our 
praying  may  be  in  harmony  with  the  will  of  God. 

The  Spirit,  then,  never  leads  to  prayer  for 
that  it  is  not  the  will  of  God  for  one  to  have,  or 
for  what  God  cannot  grant.  I understand  this 
to  mean  that  whatever  we  are  led,  by  the  Spirit, 
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to  pray  for,  can  be  had  if  only  upon  the  human 
side  the  price  is  paid. 

This  is  not  saying  so  very  much  unless  this 
inner  revelation  of  the  divine  will  is  an  added 
one  — one  that  goes  farther  — to  the  outer 
revelation.  For  instance:  We  need  no  inner 

revelation  to  tell  us  God  is  willing  to  save  a soul 
and  to  save  all  souls.  This  the  Spirit  has  taught 
in  the  scriptures,  plainly.  We  need  no  inner 
prayer  of  the  spirit  to  show  us  it  is  the  will  of 
God  to  sanctify  a believing  soul,  because  the 
Scriptures  make  that  clear.  If  this  were  all  the 
Spirit’s  intercession  meant,  it  would  not  be  in 
advance  of  the  written  word  of  the  Spirit.  Does 
not  His  inner  intercession  mean  more?  I hum- 
bly think  so. 

A Mistake. 

Let  me  stop  here  to  say  that  we,  by  reason  of 
our  infirmities,  may  mistake  the  voice  of  the 
Spirit  — may  think  we  have  His  leading  in  our 
prayer  when  it  is  our  own  desires  only.  This 
must  be  noted.  But  this  does  not  gainsay  the 
truth  we  are  trying  to  show  that  Paul  taught. 
The  fact  is  that  spiritual  interpretations  demand 
that  we  be  spiritual.  It  must  be  confessed  by 
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us  all  that  we  are  not  usually  familiar  enough 
with  the  Spirit’s  voice  to  be  well  versed  in  its 
interpretations,  — do  not  distinguish  it  from  our 
own  desires  and  demands.  Nevertheless,  there 
is  such  a voice  — there  is  a Spirit-intercession. 

One  has,  for  instance,  the  real  Spirit-leading 
to  pray  for  a revival  of  religion  in  a given  com- 
munity or  church.  What  does  such  leading 
denote  above  the  general  statements  of  God’s 
Word?  God’s  Word  clearly  reveals  that  it  is 
God’s  will  to  save  people  in  that  community  or 
church,  does  it  not?  Certainly  we  need  no 
special  leading  or  pleading  in  prayer  to  show 
that.  This  Spirit-leading  means  that  that  re- 
vival is  a practicable  thing;  that  it  may  come, 
if  this  person  or  these  persons  having  this  prayer, 
will  do  as  the  Spirit  says,  toward  it. 

So  in  such  a prayer  for  a given  person,  it 
means  that  person  will  be  saved  if  only  this 
agent,  through  whom  the  Spirit  is  praying,  sees 
to  it  that  he  himself  pays  the  price  for  this  end. 

It  will  at  once  be  seen  that  here  is  great  priv- 
ilege and  responsibility.  But  does  not  Christian- 
hood  mean  that?  Can  workers  together  with  God 
mean  little?  Is  there  no  labor  left  for  the  church? 
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Is  no  selfdenial  and  is  no  rugged  service  demanded 
to  bring  this  world  to  God?  Does  Christian  ex- 
perience simply  mean  heart-ease,  soul-rest,  fu- 
ture-safety with  nothing  objective  as  to  sacrifice 
or  even  suffering  to  save  the  lost?  Paul  seems 
to  indicate  a deeper  meaning  in  this  matter  than 
most  seem  to  appreciate  when  he  said,  “For  unto 
you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only 
to  believe  on  Him,  but  also  to  suffer  for  His 
sake;  Having  the  same  conflict  which  ye  saw 
in  me,  and  now  hear  to  be  in  me/’  (Phil.  1 :29,  30). 

The  question  of  successful  prayer  — the  ques- 
tion of  knowing  God’s  will  — is  ever  intimately 
related  to  personal  righteousness.  Jesus  states 
the  profound  and  general  truth  when  he  declares 
“If  any  man  will  do  His  will,’’  — willeth  to  do 
it,  — “he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine.”  Sin, 
conscious  sin,  and  an  illuminated  and  sensitive 
spirit  do  not  go  together.  The  man  so  soon  be- 
coming a teacher  of  teachers,  — the  man  born 
blind,  — said,  “Now  we  know  that  God  heareth 
not  sinners:  but  if  any  man  be  a worshipper  of 
God,  and  doeth  His  will,  him  He  heareth.”  (Jno. 
9:31.)  And  John  says,  “And  whatsoever  we  ask, 
we  receive  of  Him,  because  we  keep  His  com- 
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mandments  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleas- 
ing in  His  sight.”  (1  Jno.  3:22.) 

A Great  Field. 

God  grants  amazing  privilege  iii  this  matter 
of  prayer  and  exercises  himself  in  wondrous 
condescension  toward  the  humble  offerer.  — ^‘In 
everything  by  prayer  and  supplication  with 
thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be  made  known 
unto  God.”  (Phil.  4:6.)  '‘Casting  all  your 
care,”  — the  whole  of  it,  — "upon  Him;  for  He 
careth  for  you.”  (1  Pet.  5:7.) 

It  is  then  the  duty  of  men,  as  is  it  their  priv- 
ilege, to  pray  over  all  matters  about  which  they 
have  any  right,  at  all,  to  think.  God  is  in- 
terested in  them.  He  will  associate  Himself  with 
us  even  in  the  little  affairs  of  life,  as  well  as  the 
greater. 

Mr.  Geo.  Muller  of  England,  to  whom  we  have 
referred  in  this  little  book,  was  no  ignorant  fa- 
natic, but  has  a record  of  successful  prayer  which, 
to  my  mind,  ranks  him  as  one  of  the  striking 
Christian  characters  the  church  has  produced 
in  a hundred  years.  Mr.  Muller  said,  in  humble 
acknowledgment  of  the  leading  of  God  even  to 
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minor  matters,  ^‘If  I have  made  a mistake  in 
twenty  years,  I do  not  know  it/'  He  did  not 
say  he  had  not  made  one,  but  he  did  not  know 
he  had.  It  is  easy  to  censure  this  eminent  man 
for  that  claim,  but  not  easy  to  reproduce  the 
carefulness  of  his  living.  When  invited  by  a 
friend  of  mine  to  take  a morning  ride,  he  said, 
“Let  me  pray  over  it."  Who  shall  say  that  such 
care  would  not  lead  to  freedom  from  mistakes? 
Certainly  it  would  from  many  the  most  of  us 
make. 

The  apostle  James  says,  let  the  elders  “pray 
over''  the  sick  one,  — over  him;  not  yet  for  him. 
Why  “over  him?"  To  find  out  the  will  of  God, 

Here,  we  may  bring  our  whole  life,  — our 
business,  our  prospects,  our  plans,  our  domestic 
relations  and  interests,  our  health,  our  everything 
and  God  promises  to  give  aid  and  guidance. 
Relative  to  all  He  has  a will  and  pleasure  and  we 
can  discover  what  they  are  and  be  in  them.  We 
blunder  along  because  we  are  so  hasty  and  heady 
— we  can't  stop  to  enquire  — we  are  sufficient 
ourselves  till  our  foolish  haste  gets  us  into  a 
corner,  then  we  seek  God  to  get  us  out. 
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Much  Prayer. 

Why  we  should  pray  ''much”  over  a given 
matter  may  not  be  easy  to  show,  but  evident  it 
is  that  often  we  do  and  must.  Jesus  gives  us 
to  understand  that  importunity  in  prayer  is  need- 
ful oftentimes,  — ^'Because  of  his  importunity” 
he  will  give  him.  "For  every  one  that  continues 
asking  and  continues  seeking  and  continues 
knocking  will  hear  from  God”  — the  continuous 
present  tense  — is  the  grammar  of  that  assur- 
ance. 

Jesus  himself  prayed  all  night  and  Paul  was 
long  in  prayer  over  a given  matter  and  does  not 
chide  himself  for  his  much  asking. 

"Much”  is  within  the  reach  of  prayer.  Much 
is  promised.  "See  the  promises  of  God  in  him 
are  yea,  and  in  him  Amen.”  "And  all  things, 
whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer,  believing,  ye 
shall  receive.”  "And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask 
in  my  name,  that  will  I do,  that  the  Father  may 
be  glorified  in  the  Son.”  "If  ye  abide  in  me,  and 
my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye 
will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you.”  "Elias  was 
a man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are,  and  he 
prayed  earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain:  and  it 
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rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  space  of  three 
years  and  six  months.  And  he  prayed  again, 
and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought 
forth  her  fruit.”  And  Joshua  commanded  the 
sun  to  stand  still  upon  Gideon  and  the  moon  in 
the  valley  of  Ajalon,  so  ‘‘there  was  no  day  like 
it  before  it  or  after  it,  that  the  Lord  harkened 
unto  the  voice  of  a man,"'  King  Hezekiah 
prayed  against  the  natural  decree  of  death  and 
God  added  to  his  life  “fifteen  years.”  That 
prayer  accomplishes  “much”  we  see  and  know; 
how  much  is  within  its  range,  who  can  tell? 

Prayer,  as  to  its  privilege,  is  founded  on  a cer- 
tain statCy  — children  of  God ; prayer  as  to  its 
power,  is  founded  upon  the  condition  of  that 
state,  — keeping  God’s  commandments.  “The 
effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a righteous  man 
availeth  much.” 

“The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous, 
and  His  ears  are  open  unto  their  cry.  The  face 
of  the  Lord  is  against  them  that  do  evil.  The 
Lord  redeemeth  the  soul  of  His  servants:  and 
none  of  them  that  trust  in  Him  shall  be  deso- 
late.” 
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The  Prayer  of  Faith. 

Truth  relative  to  salvation,  is  essential  and 
non-essential;  it  is  absolute  and  relative,  — what 
one  must  know  and  what  one  may  know. 

What  is  such  truth?  The  jailer  in  great  com- 
motion of  soul  asked,  “What  must  I do  to  be 
saved?”  Here,  is  the  all-important  question. 
And  w^hat  shall  his  answer  be?  Just  what  he 
must  do  to  he  saved  is  essential  and  what  he  does 
not  need  to  do  to  he  saved  is  non-essential. 

But  when  I speak  of  “non-essential”  truth 
I do  not  mean  unimportant  truth.  All  truth  is 
important,  and  a knowledge  of  all  truth  is 
necessary  unto  full-robed  knowledge;  but  all 
truth  is  not  equally  important.  Probably  no 
one  would  say  that  a knowledge  of  geography 
would  be  as  important  as  to  know  how  to  read 
and  write. 

Non-essential  truth,  in  relation  to  salvation, 
is  often  regarded  as  so  unimportant  as  to  be  re- 
tired from  having  place  in  one’s  thinking  and 
interest.  Many  things  not  in  themselves  need- 
ful for  one’s  salvation,  are  very  important  unto 
the  best  use  of  that  salvation.  The  best-know- 
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ing  man  is,  other  things  being  equal,  the  best 
man  and  the  best  saved  man. 

Certain  truths  had  prominence  with  the  apos- 
tles of  our  Lord  that  have  little  or  no  place  in 
the  church  of  our  day.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
return  of  our  Lord.  It  was  exceedingly  promi- 
nent in  the  early  church  and  is  exceedingly 
absent  in  the  present  church. 

James,  in  his  epistle  (James,  5 :13-18),  mentions 
the  “prayer  of  faith,”  — “the  prayer  of  faith 
shall  save  the  sick.” 

Here  is  a non-essential  truth.  Here  is  some- 
thing one  does  not  need  to  know  in  order  to  be 
saved  from  sin  and  get  to  heaven.  He  may 
know  of  it;  he  does  not  have  to. 

It  is  truth.  It  is  interesting  truth  and  im- 
portant if  certain  ends  are  realized. 

A Trial  To  Some. 

I have  no  question  but  I will  be  quite  a trial 
to  many  good  people  because  (1)  I say  anything 
at  all  on  this  question  of  healing,  and  (2)  because 
I do  not  say  more. 

But  just  here  it  is  well  to  note  that  there  are 
not  a few  healings  which  are  truly  divine  heal- 
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ings,  which  are  not  of  the  nature  of  that  I am 
now  emphasizing. 

Dr.  Carradine,  in  an  article  in  the  Christian 
Witness  some  time  since,  called  attention  to  this 
fact.  I think  he  mentioned  jive  different  heal- 
ings. I do  not  remember  them,  but  presume 
I include  the  list  he  gave  in  what  I now  give. 

If  healing  comes  to  one  who  reverently  seeks 
it,  it  comes  from  God,  by  whatever  method. 
This,  it  becomes  us  to  note.  So,  if  one  is  cured 
of  disease  or  other  physical  ailment  by  any  means 
besides  God’s  direct  touch,  it  is  God  who  does  it 
and  He  should  be  honored  for  it  and  praised. 

There  is  healing  by  (1)  Climate,  (2)  Diet, 
(3)  Water,  (4)  Rest,  (5)  Mind,  (6)  Medicine, 
(7)  Faith,  and  all  of  and  from  God. 

For  saying  this  I expect  to  be  made  a laugh- 
ing stock  and  butt  of  ridicule  by  a good  many 
people  who  are  genuinely  good  people.  But  I 
will  prove  my  position  and  move  on,  censuring 
none  and  glad  it  is  not  worse. 

My  proof  is  in  the  following  syllogism: 

1.  Recovery  is  a good  gift. 

2.  “Every  good  gift  is  from  above.” 

3.  Hence  one’s  recovery  is  from  God. 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


91 


Deny  it  who  cares  to  and  who  can. 

As  much  as  I would  like  to  take  up  in  detail 
these  several  methods  of  healing,  and  I would 
like  exceedingly  to  do  so,  I must  confine  my 
observations  to  only  one,  — and  this  God's  direct 
touch  in  response  to  faith. 

Concerning  this  there  are  many  things  about 
which  we  all  agree. 

1.  People  are  sick. 

2.  The  recovery  of  the  sick  (in  itself)  is  de- 
sirable. 

3.  Recovery  is  needful  unto  normal  func- 
tions— we  are  normal  only  when  well. 

4.  Common  benevolence  would  wish  people 
freed  from  sickness. 

5.  God,  therefore,  must  have  this  feeling. 

6.  God  is  able  to  heal  the  sick. 

7.  God  has  sometimes  done  this. 

8.  This  healing  had  prominence  with  Jesus 
when  in  the  flesh  and  with  the  apostles. 

9.  It  had  prominence  in  the  early  church  fol- 
lowing the  era  of  the  apostles.  John  Wesley, 
an  eminent  scholar,  said,  “This  single  conspicu- 
ous gift  (of  healing)  which  Christ  committed  to 
His  apostles  remained  in  the  church  long  after 
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the  other  miraculous  gifts  were  withdrawn.  In- 
deed it  seems  to  have  been  designed  to  remain 
always,  and  St.  James  directs  the  Elders  who 
were  the  most,  if  not  the  only  gifted  men,  to  ad- 
minister it.  This  was  the  whole  process  of 
physic  in  the  Christian  church  till  it  was  lost 
through  unbelief.'' 

10.  This  prayer  for  healing  is  well-nigh  un- 
known in  the  church. 

11.  And  so  unknown  as  to  be  generally  an- 
tagonized as  extremism,  if  not  real  fanaticism. 

But  James  declares  there  is  a prayer  of  faith 
for  the  sick  which  God  commends  in  granting 
His  attention  and  healing  touch,  — '‘and  the 
Lord  shall  raise  him  up." 

Not  only  so  but  it  seems  to  be  commanded, 
as  well  as  commended.  James  mentions  four 
letSy  — "let  him  pray;"  "let  him  sing  psalms;" 
"let  him  call;"  "let  them  pray."  And  these 
seem  to  be  commands.  The  grammar  indicates 
this.  These  are  not  simply  matters  of  privilege 
in  any  case  the  imperative,  "let,"  makes  known 
the  will  of  God  in  these  matters,  — it,  at  least, 
denotes  divine  permission. 
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The  Divine  Order. 

I am  now  noting  but  two  of  these  '‘lets,’'  — 
"let  him  call  for  the  Elders  of  the  church;”  "let 
them  pray  over  him.”  Not  run  for  the  doctor, 
nor  for  human  remedies,  but  (1)  get  in  "the  El- 
ders.” 

(Permit  me  just  here  to  guard  my  readers. 
I am  not  taking  sides  against  running  for  the 
doctor  or  for  human  remedies,  at  times;  I am 
simply  saying  this  is  not  one  of  the  times,  — 
James  is  talking  of  something  else.) 

Who  are  the  "Elders?”  Without  answering 
this  question  at  length  or  seeking  to  present  any- 
thing like  a labored  discussion,  which  the  ques- 
tion might,  possibly,  involve,  I will  venture  to 
say  that  the  term  "Elders”  represents,  with  us, 
those  officials  in  the  church  who  have  special 
oversight  of  the  spiritual  matters,  including,  of 
course,  the  pastors.  I find  such  an  excellent 
suggestion  in  the  notes  of  Albert  Barnes  that  I 
am  inclined  to  quote  them,  — "It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  this  refers  to  the  apostles,  for  it 
could  not  be  that  they  would  be  always  ac- 
cessable;  besides,  instructions  like  this  were  de- 
signed to  have  a permanent  character,  and  to 
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be  applicable  to  the  church  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places.  The  reference,  therefore,  is  doubt- 
less to  the  ordinary  religious  teachers  of  the  con- 
gregation; the  officers  of  the  church  intrusted 
with  its  spiritual  interests.’’ 

The  “Elders”  were,  manifestly,  people  who 
at  that  time  were  in  sympathy  with  that  kind  of 
a “call”  and  mission.  And  many  are  now.  If 
circumstances  in  a given  case  are  so  forlorn  as 
that  none  such  could  be  found  in  a local  church, 
then  the  spirit  of  the  command  could  be  carried 
out  by  calling  on  some  spiritual  people  of  the 
community  instead.  Sad  indeed  if  such  could 
not  be  found.  We  believe  they  could. 

The  Oil. 

The  Elders  make  use  of  “oil.”  I put  it  in  this 
order  — before  the  prayer  — as  the  Greek  Tes- 
tament seems  to  teach  this,  — “having  anointed 
him  with  oil”  and  the  margin  of  the  “Revision” 
so  renders  it,  also. 

The  Elders  having  come  at  the  call  of  the  sick 
one,  they  first  anoint  him  with  oil.  They  place 
a little  of  olive  oil  perhaps  on  the  forehead  of  the 
sick  person  and  do  so  “in  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 
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Why  use  this  oil?  What  is  the  meaning  of 
this  procedure? 

Concerning  this  there  are  two  views  held,  (1) 
it  suggests  means;  its  lesson  is  medicinal,  and  (2) 
it  is  to  be  interpreted  as  a symbol. 

That  ‘^oil’'  was  used  and  is,  medicinally,  is  not 
an  open  question.  It  is  a simple  fact  of  history 
and  experience.  To  refer  to  the  story  of  the 
good  Samaritan  is  to  see  this.  And  many  good 
and  intelligent  people  have  no  other  opinion  than 
just  this  is  what  this  anointing  stood  for,  — it 
pointed  to  human  means  in  seeking  the  recovery 
of  the  sick. 

That  “oil”  was  used,  also,  as  a symbol  seems 
equally  clear  and  in  relation  to  sickness.  Jesus 
commanded  His  disciples  to  “Heal  the  sick.” 
He,  also,  gave  them  “power  and  authority”  to 
do  this  (Luke  9:1)  and  they  did  it,  for  Mark  says 
they  “anointed  with  oil  many  that  were  sick, 
and  healed  them.”  (Mark  6:13.)  Are  we  to  con- 
clude that  Jesus  simply  made  His  apostles  medi- 
cal doctors  in  sending  them  over  the  country  to 
cure  the  sick,  or  rather  that  he  gave  them  mirac- 
ulous ability?  and  that  for  this  the  “oil”  stood? 
“Though  this  anointing  with  oil  was  not  men- 
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tioned  in  our  Lord's  instructions  — at  least  in 
any  record  of  them  — we  know  it  to  have  been 
practiced  long  after  this  in  the  Apostles'  Church 
not  medicinally,  but  as  a sign  of  the  healing 
virtue  which  was  communicated  by  their  hands, 
and  a symbol  of  something  still  more  precious." 
I quote  this  from  an  influential  source  as  it  is 
what  I would  conclude  the  oil  represents. 

The  "oil"  stood  for  the  "name  of  the  Lord;" 
i.  e.  that  it  recognized  the  divine  factor  by  which 
only  was  the  cure  to  be  affected.  We  evidently 
have  a striking  illustration  of  this  Name  as 
against  human  influence  and  power  in  the  case 
of  the  healing  of  the  lame  man  by  the  ministry 
of  Peter  and  John.  Peter  said,  "In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  rise  up  and  walk." 
When  the  people  naturally  and  properly  won- 
dered at  this  manifestation  of  power,  Peter  said, 
"Why  look  ye  so  earnestly  on  us,  as  though  by 
our  own  power  or  holiness  we  had  made  this  man 
to  walk?"  The  "name"  of  "the  Prince  of  Life" 
"His  name  through  faith  in  His  name  hath  made 
this  man  strong,  whom  ye  see  and  know:  yea, 
the  faith  which  is  by  him  hath  given  him  this 
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perfect  soundness  in  the  presence  of  you  all/* 
(Acts  3-1:16.) 

The  prayer  the  Elders  were  (first)  to  offer 
was  ‘‘over  him.”  Not  for  him.  Not  yet;  but 
over  him.  I say  to  a devout  man,  “Will  you  go 
to  that  place  and  aid  in  a meeting?’*  and  he  re- 
plies, “Well,  I cannot  just  say,  but  I will  pray 
over  it.**  What  does  he  mean  by  ‘‘pray  over 
it?**  Does  he  not  mean  that  he  will  seek  to 
ascertain  the  will  of  God  in  the  matter?  Cer- 
tainly. That  is  what  James  is  saying:  the 
Elders  were  to  pray  over  the  sick  man  to  discover 
the  mind  of  God  relative  to  his  healing. 

The  Prayer  of  Faith. 

There  is  a “gift**  of  faith  — a special  aid  in 
prayer  and  assurance  that  that  for  which  prayer 
is  offered  can  and  will  be  granted. 

That  there  is  such  a “gift**  Paul  distinctly 
teaches  (1  Cor.  12:9).  That  as  one  hands  a 
piece  of  money  to  another  and  this  one  has  money 
he  did  not  have  before,  so  just  as  really  the  Spirit 
of  God  gives  gifts  to  His  people  “as  He  will.** 

It  proves  nothing  against  this  idea  to  say  “one 
may  think  he  has  this  or  that  gift  when  he  does 
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not  have  it;’’  this,  surely  may  all  be  so,  never- 
theless there  is  a gift  of  faith. 

And  to  get  this  the  Elders  pray  ^^over”  this 
sick  man.  Surely  God  cannot  grant  a special 
faith  for  a thing  that  is  not  His  will  to  give;  in 
their  prayer  they  are  discovering  the  will  of  God 
concerning  the  healing  of  this  sick  one. 

This  leads  up  to  the  question  of  healing  as  a 
general  privilege  and  a special  one.  Relative 
to  this  there  are  two  views,  (1)  that  physical 
healing  is  for  all  and  (2)  that  it  is  not  for  all  — 
a universal  privilege  and  a special  privilege. 

While  I do  not  want  to  be  dogmatic  — do  not 
want  to  press  any  view,  it  is  of  course  one’s  priv- 
ilege to  express  his  understanding  of  the  teach- 
ings of  God’s  word  at  this  point. 

That  it  is  not  the  privilege  of  all  to  be  healed 
would  seem  clear  when  both  practically  and 
scripturally  considered.  Those  of  our  friends 
who  claim  the  privilege  of  healing  for  all  and 
contend  for  it,  fail  in  making  it  a working  theory. 
They  do  not  get  all  healed  when  they  seek  it. 
With  these  good  people  their  view  does  not  have 
practical  value. 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


99 


This  is  as  far  as  I care  to  go  in  considering  this 
particular  objection  to  that  theory  of  healing. 

Then,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  scriptural.  Paul, 
had,  at  times,  the  power  to  heal  and  had  it  in  an 
unusual  measure;  yet  it  would  seem  that  he  did 
not  always  possess  it.  (See  Acts.  19:11,  12  and  II. 
Tim.  4:20.)  His  prayer  for  his  companion 
Epaphroditus  (he  seems  to  have  prayed  for  him) 
seems  to  have  been  answered  on  the  principle 
of  special  consideration  upon  God’s  part,  rather 
than  on  the  principle  of  a matter  of  course  since 
God  heals  all,  (Phil.  2:25-30.) 

Sickness  Not  a Calamity. 

The  question  of  physical  healing,  especially 
the  view  of  its  universal  privilege,  involves  the 
idea  of  sickness  as,  in  itself,  a calamity.  This 
does  not  seem  to  be  the  case.  A matter,  in  it- 
self, may  be  forbidding,  distressing  and  exceed- 
ingly undesirable  that  is  not  calamitous  because 
of  what  results  from  it.  A very  critical  surgical 
operation  might  be  the  last  thing,  most,  that 
one  would  choose,  but  be  welcomed  by  reason 
of  what  could  be  realized  by  it.  So  with  sick- 
ness. In  the  experiences  of  many  this  is  seen. 
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It  were  easy  in  our  ignorance  to  ask  that  this 
be  utterly  absent  from  human  experience,  but 
it  would  not  be  as  easy  to  supply  its  place,  often, 
as  a remedial  agency. 

The  cry  of  man’s  anguish  went  up  unto  God: 

“Lord,  take  away  pain  — 

The  shadow  that  darkens  the  world  thou  hast  made. 

The  close  coiling  chain 

That  strangles  the  heart,  the  burden  that  weighs 
On  the  wings  that  would  soar  — 

Lord,  take  away  pain  from  the  world  Thou  hast  made, 
That  it  love  Thee  more!’’ 

Then  answered  the  Lord  to  the  cry  of  His  world: 

“Shall  I take  away  pain, 

And  with  it  the  power  of  the  soul  to  endure. 

Made  strong  by  the  strain? 

Shall  I take  away  pity  that  knits  heart  to  heart. 

And  sacrifice  high? 

Will  ye  lose  all  your  heroes  that  lift  from  the  fire 
White  brows  to  the  sky? 

Shall  I take  away  love  that  redeems  with  a price 
And  smiles  at  a loss? 

Can  ye  spare  from  your  lives,  that  would  climb  unto  Mine 
The  Christ  on  His  cross?” 

The  psalmist  of  Israel  himself  bears  testimony 
concerning  this  principle  if  not  this  very  thing, — 
^‘Before  I was  afflicted  I went  astray:  but  now 
have  I kept  Thy  word  . . . It  is  good  for  me 
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that  I have  been  afflicted;  that  I might  learn 
Thy  statutes/'  (Ps.  119:67,  71.) 

Concerning  this  question  the  Scriptures  would 
seem  to  be  clear.  '‘Now  no  chastening  for  the 
present  seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but  grievous; 
nevertheless  afterward  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable 
fruit  of  righteousness  unto  them  which  are  ex- 
ercised thereby."  (Heb.  12:11.)  Jesus  com- 
mented on  the  sickness  of  Lazarus  in  a way  most 
unmistakable,  — “This  sickness  is  not  unto 
death,  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son 
of  God  might  be  glorified  thereby."  (John  11:4.) 

That  sickness  came  by  sin  — that  it  never 
would  have  been  in  human  experience  had  not 
man  sinned  — Ido  not  question ; but  that  is 
not  saying  that  all  sickness  is,  in  a given  indi- 
vidual, to  be  traced  to  his  sins,  or  that  it  is  a 
wrong  thing  itself. 

The  disciples  of  our  Lord  evidently  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  for  the  ages  has  obtained 
among  men  that  all  physical  misfortune  pointed 
to  an  immediate  sin  as  its  cause.  They  came  to 
Jesus  to  have  the  occasion  of  the  blind  man's 
condition  located  and  said,  “Master,  who  did 
sin,  this  man  or  his  parents,  that  he  was  born 
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blind?”  It  becomes  all  to  listen  to  the 
answer  given  to  this  question,  for  it  will  correct 
not  a little  thinking.  — ^ Jesus  answered,  Neither 
hath  this  man  sinned,  nor  his  parents:  but  that 
the  works  of  God  should  be  made  manifest  in 
him.”  (John  9:1-3.) 

It  becomes  us  and  all  to  note  that  Jesus  is 
answering  a question.  He  is  not  taking  up  the 
matter  of  the  character  in  general  or  the  con- 
duct of  this  man  or  his  parents,  (and  saying  that 
neither  had  ever  sinned)  hut  that  this  blindness  is 
not  the  direct  result  of  their  individual  sin.  He 
then  declares  it  is  ^‘that  the  works  of  God  may 
be  made  manifest  in  him'” — that  this  is  taken 
advantage  of  to  show  off  the  love  and  power  of 
God  toward  man  in  the  ministry  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ.”  In  the  economy  of  God's  Prov- 
idence, his  suffering  had  its  place  and  aim,  and 
this  was  to  bring  out  the  works  of  God  in  his  being 
healed  by  the  Redeemer.”  (Dean  Alford)  "This 
blindness  has  happened  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  Divine  providence,  and  shall  now  become  the 
instrument  of  salvation  to  his  soul,  edification 
to  others  and  glory  to  God.''  (A.  Clarke) 
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My  Own  Experience 

My  experience  in  this  matter  may  lend  color- 
ing to  my  views.  While  I have  never  had  large 
observation  of  healing  in  answer  to  prayer  I 
have  had  some;  and  enough  to  excite  my  in- 
terest and  incite  attention. 

It  may  not  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  mention 
some  of  the  instances  of  healing  in  which  I have 
had  some  humble  part.  When  a pastor  I learned 
of  the  serious  illness  of  a woman  in  my  communi- 
ty and  called  on  the  family.  I was  told  that  no 
hope  was  entertained  of  her  recovery.  I was 
taken  to  the  bedside  of  the  sick  one  and  after 
some  simple  ministrations  of  comfort  it  was  pro- 
posed that  I pray. 

I had  no  idea  of  praying  other  than  for  God 
to  bless  and  sustain  the  family  — had  no  thought 
of  asking  that  the  woman  might  recover. 

I had  hardly  bowed  before  God  when  my  mind 
was  called  to  the  idea  of  her  recovery  and  I found 
myself  asking  for  it.  My  prayer  was  not  long 
or  labored  and  I soon  got  from  my  knees  with 
the  assurance  that  she  would  get  well.  I said 
this  to  the  family.  She  did  recover. 
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The  leading  physician  in  a large  church  I was 
serving  was  exceedingly  ill.  The  experts  from 
Boston  had  given  the  opinion  that  he  could  not 
recover.  There  were  certain  reasons  which  I 
need  not  recite  why  it  was  especially  desirable  and, 
it  would  seem  needful,  that  he  should  be  spared. 
My  wife  and  I took  the  case  to  God  and  argued 
it  at  length  and  earnestly.  We  soon  got  an 
evidence  that  we  were  heard  and  this  man  would 
get  well. 

His  sickness  was  long  and  exceedingly  critical. 
The  church  was  deeply  interested.  To  certain 
services  of  the  church  reports  would  be  sent  as 
to  his  condition  and  never  hopeful,  — his  dying 
was  declared  to  be  but  a question  of  a few  days 
or  weeks. 

Whenever  those  reports  would  be  given  I 

would  always  add,  ''But,  Dr.  is  not  going 

to  die.  I have  heard  from  the  Lord  — he  is 
going  to  get  well.” 

This  prophecy  of  mine  was  what  the  people 
all  greatly  wanted  and  none  expected.  I used 
to  call  at  his  home  several  times  a day  and  the 
wife  would  sometimes  say,  ^‘The  doctors  say  he 
cannot  live  through  the  day;”  or  she  would  say. 
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''The  specialist  has  just  left  and  he  says  the 
doctor  cannot  stand  another  sinking  spell,” 
when  I would  always  say,  "But,  he  is  going  to 
get  well.”  And  he  did.  God  did  it. 

I had  an  appointment  one  night  with  my 
Official  Board.  As  I entered  the  room  I found 
several  brethren  sitting  about  the  fire  and  in 
genuine  sympathy  with  one  of  the  company 
who  was  suffering  severely  with  an  attack  of 
asthma.  After  a little  I suggested  we  have  a 
season  of  prayer  over  and  for  this  good  brother. 
This  we  did  and  he  was  not  only  then  and  there 
relieved,  but  cured  and  never  had  a bit  of  the 
trouble  for  the  remaining  several  years  of  his 
life.  He  had  had  this  trouble  for  many  years. 

One  instance  more.  My  mother  was  to  be 
buried  on  a given  summer  day.  I went  to  the 
home  to  find  my  only  brother  there  from  the 
west  and  found  him  dangerously  ill  with  typhoid 
fever.  I had  been  in  the  house  but  a few  mo- 
ments when  my  young  wife  took  me  aside  and 

said,  "Dr.  says  George  cannot  live  through 

the  day  unless  he  has  immediate  help.” 

My  brother  was  a man  of  the  world.  He  was 
not  fit  to  die.  I knew  it  well.  I at  once  went 
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to  the  stable  and  to  the  hay-loft  to  pray.  I am 
sure  I was  there  a very  short  time  when  I got 
an  assurance  that  God  would  interpose.  I at 
once  hastened  into  the  house  and  took  my  wife 
into  the  pantry  and  said,  “I  have  heard  from 
heaven;  George  is  to  get  well.” 

In  a few  hours  several  of  us  started  for  a town 
sixteen  miles  away  with  the  body  of  my  mother. 
The  pastor  of  the  local  Methodist  church  rode 
with  me  in  my  buggy  (my  wife  remaining  to  help 
care  for  the  sick  brother)  and  as  we  were  driving 
out  of  the  village  I told  him  what  I have  just 

now  penned  and  said  farther,  “Now,  Bro. , 

you  see  if  when  we  get  back  to-night  George  has 
not  mended.” 

The  day,  in  summer,  was  long.  When  we 
drove  in  from  our  long  ride,  my  young  wife  met 
me  at  the  door  and  joyfully  said,  “George  is 
better;  a decided  change  has  come.” 

He  got  well  and  is  living  to-day.  God  did  it. 

I must  not  leave  an  impression  that  I think  I 
have  an  unusual  experience  in  these  matters; 
if  it  is  unusual  it  is  in  that  it  is  so  much  less  than 
what  many  have.  I am  sure  I have  no  special 
gift  of  faith  nor  of  healing,  as  certainly  some 
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have,  though  I have  recorded  but  few  of  many 
instances  in  which  I have  shared. 

Coming  to  the  Front. 

It  must  be  noted  by  all  observers  that  this 
question  of  prayer  for  the  sick  is  getting  in  our 
day  unusual  attention.  Without  question  the 
influence  of  '^Christian  Science”  has  much  to  do 
with  this  fact.  Not  that  this  teaching  is  to  be 
commended  as  representing  safe  and  sane  truth, 
but  it  has  called  attention  to  the  question  of 
bodily  ailments  (or  strictly  speaking,  to  the  ab- 
sence of  them)  to  the  awakening  of  thought  and 
wide  interest  concerning  healing  by  mental  and 
spiritual  means. 

This  matter  of  healing  with  us  to-day  is  not 
in  the  hands  of  erratic  and  irresponsible  and  un- 
informed people,  as  to  its  leading  representatives, 
but  it  is  given  prominence  by  some  of  the  sanest, 
soundest  and  staunchest  ministers  and  laymen 
in  the  land. 

It  may  occasion  some  surprise  that  a living 
bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church  has  voiced  himself 
with  emphasis  and  evident  enthusiasm  that 
Paul’s  passage  in  Romans  8:11  refers  to  the  mat- 
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ter  we  have  in  hand,  — the  quickening  of  our 
mortal  bodies  right  here  and  now,  and  not  at 
the  resurrection.  '‘But  if  the  Spirit  of  him  that 
raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he 
that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall  also 
quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that 
dwelleth  in  you.’'  When  so  conservative  a per- 
son, on  this  question,  as  a Methodist  Bishop 
(Bishop  Warren),  gives  such  an  interpretation 
to  this  passage,  which  he  styles  "a  perverted 
passage,”  we  may  well  come  to  think  that  the 
question  of  health  and  strength  for  the  body  is 
certainly  getting  attention.  This  bishop  says 
in  his  long,  labored  and  able  article:  "This  in- 

terpretation makes  prominent  the  Scripture 
doctrine  that  spiritual  power  is  conducive  to 
physical  welfare.  The  Bible  is  full  of  this  doc- 
trine; so  is  all  true  philosophy.  The  influence 
of  mind  over  matter  is  undeniable  and  great. 
Because  of  the  too  great  silence  of  Christian 
teachers  on  this  matter,  we  have  the  inanities 
and  insanities  of  Lourdes  and  Eddyism.  All  the 
great  masters  of  Christian  advance  have  had 
faith  to  apply  to  God  in  earnest  prayer  for 
physical  welfare  for  themselves  or  others.  Christ 
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set  the  example,  in  strict  consonance  with  Old 
Testament  practice.  St.  Paul  followed.  James 
believed  in  God’s  co-operation  with  all  the  med- 
ical agencies  of  his  time.  We  see  Luther  asking 
for  the  life  of  Melanchthon,  Wesley  ask- 
ing and  getting  eight  years  of  life  for  Flet(bher’s 
greatest  usefulness.  Why  should  he  not  get 
eight  as  well  as  Hezekiah  fifteen? 

^ ^Acceptance  of  this  doctrine  does  not  insure 
perfect  health  for  every  one  more  than  it  did  for 
Job  or  Lazarus  or  Trophimus,  whom  Paul  left 
sick  at  Miletus.  Christ  said  of  Lazarus,  ‘‘This 
sickness  is  for  the  glory  of  God,’  and  of  the  man 
born  blind  that  it  was  ‘that  the  works  of  God 
might  be  made  manifest  in  him.’  It  does  not 
exempt  from  death,  the  appointed  lot  of  all  men, 
more  than  it  did  the  Lord  of  Life,  or  Paul  and  the 
other  apostles.  But  it  does  imply  that  those 
who  wait  on  the  Lord  have  greater  strength  to 
walk  and  run,  that  slavish  habits  and  total  sub- 
jection to  deadly  appetites  have  been  suddenly 
broken,  and  that  Christian  nations  legitimately 
have  two  or  three  times  the  average  longevity 
of  heathen  nations.  It  is  no  rare  thing  in  such 
places  as  the  Water  St.  Mission  in  New  York 
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and  the  opium  dungeons  of  China  to  have  the 
power  of  Him  who  raised  up  Christ  from  the 
dead  offered  as  the  only  power  that  can  break 
the  chains  of  habit  and  quicken  mortal  bodies 
already  in  the  arms  of  death.  And  it  is  not 
offered  in  vain. 

‘‘Most  commentators  make  this  passage  refer 
to  the  resurrection  of  the  body  after  death.  It 
may  seem  a bold  thing  to  attempt  to  establish 
a position  against  the  opinion  of  ‘most  commen- 
tators.’ But  they  interpreted  amiss  verses 
29-30  of  this  chapter;  why  not  possibly  verse  11? 

****** 

“No  wonder  that  the  eyes  of  our  understand- 
ing need  to  be  enlightened,  that  our  powers  need 
to  be  enhanced,  that  we  may  know  the  extent 
of  this  power  and  the  excellency  of  the  glory  of 
its  possible  achievements.  When  this  enlarge- 
ment of  powers  has  come,  a man  will  realize  that 
the  Lord  may  strengthen  him  upon  a bed  of 
languishing,  that,  like  Paul,  having  obtained 
help  of  God,  he  may  do  all  things  through 
Christ  who  strengthened  him.” 


THOUGHTS  ON  PRAYER 


111 


Worthy  of  Attention. 

Is  not  the  question  of  prayer  for  the  sick 
worthy  of  our  attention?  May  it  not  be  worth 
while  to  see  if  there  is  not  a privilege  here  to  get 
and  give  help  that  has  not  by  the  most  of  good 
people  had  thought  and  practice  enough?  So 
I venture  to  think. 

Certain  it  is  this  matter  will  promote  larger 
personal  faith  and  whatever  does  this  is  of  value. 
The  morning  I am  penning  just  these  closing 
lines  I have  picked  up  a paper  which  mentions 
a sudden  breakdown  of  a useful  man  I know 
well;  '‘he  called  in  some  saints  for  prayer  over 
his  case,  was  anointed  with  oil  and  God  healed 
him.”  Does  one  imagine  other  than  that  the 
faith  of  that  company  of  saints  was  mutually 
strengthened?  I trow  not. 

If  we  are  in  much  danger  of  over-doing  prayer; 
of  going  too  far  in  our  interest  for  our  fellows ; of 
seeking  too  much  the  fervor  and  fire  God  has  to 
impart;  of  being  too  much  for  God  and  souls, 
then  we  better  slow  down  (if  possible  for  most) 

and  drift ; hut,  if  God  is  and  is  a rewarder 

of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him,  does  it  not 
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become  us  rather  to  lay  hold  of  His  strength? 
Be  strong  and  do  exploits. 

“Is  not  Thy  grace  as  mighty  now 
As  when  Elijah  felt  its  power; 

When  glory  beamed  from  Moses'  brow, 

Or  Job  endured  the  trying  hour  ? ’’ 

“Remember,  Lord,  the  ancient  days; 

Renew  Thy  works  Thy  grace  restore; 

And  while  to  Thee  our  hearts  we  raise, 

On  us  Thy  Holy  Spirit  pour." 
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